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Ancient pagan beliefs, the great Greek epics, and the Bible al inform this
extraordinary novel by Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck, which occupied him
for more than five difficult years. While fulfilling his dead father’ s dream of
creating a prosperous farm in California, Joseph Wayne comesto believe that a
magnificent tree on the farm embodies his father’ s spirit. His brothers and their
families share in Joseph’ s prosperity, and the farm flourishes—until one brother,
frightened by Joseph’ s pagan belief, kills the tree, allowing disease and famine to
descend on the farm. Set in familiar Steinbeck country, To a God Unknown isa
mystical tale, exploring one man’s attempt to control the forces of nature and,
ultimately, to understand the ways of God and the forces of the unconscious
within. This edition features an introduction and notes by Steinbeck scholar
Raobert DeMott.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date tranglations by award-winning
translators.
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Ancient pagan beliefs, the great Greek epics, and the Bible all inform this extraordinary novel by Nobel Prize
winner John Steinbeck, which occupied him for more than five difficult years. While fulfilling his dead
father’s dream of creating a prosperous farm in California, Joseph Wayne comes to believe that a
magnificent tree on the farm embodies his father’ s spirit. His brothers and their families share in Joseph’s
prosperity, and the farm flourishes—until one brother, frightened by Joseph’s pagan belief, killsthe tree,
allowing disease and famine to descend on the farm. Set in familiar Steinbeck country, To a God Unknown
isamystical tale, exploring one man’s attempt to control the forces of nature and, ultimately, to understand
the ways of God and the forces of the unconscious within. This edition features an introduction and notes by
Steinbeck scholar Robert DeMott.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning transators.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
8 1-hour cassettes

About the Author

John Steinbeck, bornin Salinas, California, in 1902, grew up in afertile agricultural valley, about twenty-
five miles from the Pacific Coast. Both the valley and the coast would serve as settings for some of his best
fiction. In 1919 he went to Stanford University, where he intermittently enrolled in literature and writing
courses until he left in 1925 without taking a degree. During the next five years he supported himself as a
laborer and journalist in New Y ork City, all the time working on hisfirst novel, Cup of Gold (1929).

After marriage and a move to Pacific Grove, he published two California books, The Pastures of

Heaven (1932) and To a God Unknown (1933), and worked on short stories later collected in The Long
Valley (1938). Popular success and financial security came only with Tortilla Flat (1935), stories about
Monterey’s paisanos. A ceaseless experimenter throughout his career, Steinbeck changed courses regularly.
Three powerful novels of the late 1930s focused on the Californialaboring class: In Dubious

Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men (1937), and the book considered by many his finest, The Grapes of

Wrath (1939). The Grapes of Wrath won both the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize in 1939.

Early in the 1940s, Steinbeck became a filmmaker with The Forgotten Village (1941) and a serious student
of marine biology with Sea of Cortez (1941). He devoted his services to the war, writing Bombs Away
(1942) and the controversial play-novelette The Moon is Down (1942).Cannery Row (1945), The Wayward
Bus (1948), another experimental drama, Burning Bright(1950), and The Log from the Sea of Cortez (1951)
preceded publication of the monumental East of Eden (1952), an ambitious saga of the Salinas Valley and
his own family’s history.

The last decades of hislife were spent in New Y ork City and Sag Harbor with his third wife, with whom he
traveled widely. Later books include Sweet Thursday (1954), The Short Reign of Pippin IV: A

Fabrication (1957), Once There Was a War (1958), The Winter of Our Discontent (1961), Travels with
Charley in Search of America (1962), America and Americans (1966), and the posthumously

published Journal of a Novel: The East of Eden Letters (1969), Viva Zapata! (1975), The Acts of King Arthur
and His Nable Knights (1976), and Working Days. The Journals of The Grapes of Wrath (1989).

Steinbeck received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1962, and, in 1964, he was presented with the United
States Medal of Freedom by President Lyndon B. Johnson. Steinbeck died in New Y ork in 1968. Today,
more than thirty years after his death, he remains one of America’s greatest writers and cultural figures.

Robert DeM ott, editor, isthe Edwin and Ruth Kennedy Distinguished Professor at Ohio State University
and author of Seinbeck's Typewriter, an award-winning book of critical essays.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Dawn Hicks:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book To a God Unknown (Penguin Classics). Y ou can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book To a God
Unknown (Penguin Classics). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open abook or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Barbara Kimmel:

This book untitled To a God Unknown (Penguin Classics) to be one of several books this best sdller in this
year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sellsthe e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Janice Pyles:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need moretimeto be learn. To a God Unknown (Penguin Classics) can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Clarence Delapaz:

Y ou could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This To a God Unknown (Penguin Classics)
issimpleto bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much
spaceto bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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