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Ukraine is currently embroiled in a tense fight with Russia to preserve its
territorial integrity and political independence. But today's conflict is only the
latest in a long history of battles over Ukraine's territory and its existence as a
sovereign nation. As the award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues in The
Gates of Europe, we must examine Ukraine's past in order to understand its
present and future.

Situated between Central Europe, Russia, and the Middle East, Ukraine was
shaped by the empires that used it as a strategic gateway between East and
West—from the Roman and Ottoman empires to the Third Reich and the Soviet
Union. For centuries, Ukraine has been a meeting place of various cultures. The
mixing of sedentary and nomadic peoples and Christianity and Islam on the
steppe borderland produced the class of ferocious warriors known as the
Cossacks, for example, while the encounter between the Catholic and Orthodox
churches created a religious tradition that bridges Western and Eastern
Christianity. Ukraine has also been a home to millions of Jews, serving as the
birthplace of Hassidism—and as one of the killing fields of the Holocaust.

Plokhy examines the history of Ukraine's search for its identity through the lives
of the major figures in Ukrainian history: Prince Yaroslav the Wise of Kyiv,
whose daughter Anna became queen of France; the Cossack ruler Ivan Mazepa,
who was immortalized in the poems of Byron and Pushkin; Nikita Khrushchev
and his protégé-turned-nemesis Leonid Brezhnev, who called Ukraine their
home; and the heroes of the Maidan protests of 2013 and 2014, who embody the
current struggle over Ukraine's future.

As Plokhy explains, today's crisis is a tragic case of history repeating itself, as
Ukraine once again finds itself in the center of the battle of global proportions.
An authoritative history of this vital country, The Gates of Europe provides a
unique insight into the origins of the most dangerous international crisis since the
end of the Cold War.
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Ukraine is currently embroiled in a tense fight with Russia to preserve its territorial integrity and political
independence. But today's conflict is only the latest in a long history of battles over Ukraine's territory and its
existence as a sovereign nation. As the award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues in The Gates of
Europe, we must examine Ukraine's past in order to understand its present and future.

Situated between Central Europe, Russia, and the Middle East, Ukraine was shaped by the empires that used
it as a strategic gateway between East and West—from the Roman and Ottoman empires to the Third Reich
and the Soviet Union. For centuries, Ukraine has been a meeting place of various cultures. The mixing of
sedentary and nomadic peoples and Christianity and Islam on the steppe borderland produced the class of
ferocious warriors known as the Cossacks, for example, while the encounter between the Catholic and
Orthodox churches created a religious tradition that bridges Western and Eastern Christianity. Ukraine has
also been a home to millions of Jews, serving as the birthplace of Hassidism—and as one of the killing fields
of the Holocaust.

Plokhy examines the history of Ukraine's search for its identity through the lives of the major figures in
Ukrainian history: Prince Yaroslav the Wise of Kyiv, whose daughter Anna became queen of France; the
Cossack ruler Ivan Mazepa, who was immortalized in the poems of Byron and Pushkin; Nikita Khrushchev
and his protégé-turned-nemesis Leonid Brezhnev, who called Ukraine their home; and the heroes of the
Maidan protests of 2013 and 2014, who embody the current struggle over Ukraine's future.

As Plokhy explains, today's crisis is a tragic case of history repeating itself, as Ukraine once again finds itself
in the center of the battle of global proportions. An authoritative history of this vital country, The Gates of
Europe provides a unique insight into the origins of the most dangerous international crisis since the end of
the Cold War.
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Editorial Review

Review
Ukrainian Weekly
“Buy this book…Give copies to your children and grandchildren. Buy copies for your friends. Make sure
they read it.”

Kirkus Reviews
"A sympathetic survey of the history of Ukraine along the East-West divide, from ancient divisions to
present turmoil.... A straightforward, useful work that looks frankly at Ukraine's ongoing "price of freedom"
against the rapacious, destabilizing force of Russia.”

Norman M. Naimark, Stanford University
“For a comprehensive, engaging, and up-to-date history of Ukraine one could do no better than Serhii
Plokhy's aptly titled The Gates of Europe. Plokhy's authoritative study will be of great value to scholars,
students, policy-makers, and the informed public alike in making sense of the contemporary Ukrainian
imbroglio.”

Michael Ignatieff, Harvard Kennedy School of Government
“This is present-minded history at its most urgent. Anyone wanting to understand why Russia and the West
confront each other over the future of Ukraine will want to read Serhii Plokhy's reasoned, measured yet
passionate account of Ukraine's historic role at the gates of Europe.”

Wall Street Journal
“[An] exemplary account of Europe's least-known large country... one of the joys of reading the ‘The Gates
of Europe' is that what might seem a dense account of distant events involving unfamiliar places and people
is leavened by aphorism and anecdote.”

Financial Times

“An assured and authoritative survey that spans ancient Greek times to the present day.”

The Economist
“[An] admirable new history... belief in Ukraine's history of tolerance and legality, rooted in European
Christian civilisation, keeps hope alive. In his elegant and careful exposition of Ukraine's past, Mr Plokhy
has also provided some signposts to the future.”

Foreign Affairs
“No one can understand today's sad, tangled confrontation over Ukraine without some knowledge of the
complex, crosscutting influences that have shaped eastern Europe over the millennia. For that history,
readers can find no better place to turn than Plokhy's new book.... Plokhy navigates the subject with grace
and aplomb.”

Washington Post
“A vigorous polemic in the classical sense of that word — a sharply focused argument in support of a
debatable point of view.



Washington Times
“[A] concise, highly readable history of Ukraine… a lively narrative peopled with a colorful cast of Norse
and Mongol marauders, free-booting Cossacks, kings, conquerors and dictators, and conflicted 19th century
intellectuals who believed fervently in a Ukrainian cultural identity but were fatally divided as to how that
cultural identity could evolve into national entity.”

New York Review of Books
“Elegantly written.”

Publishers Weekly
“Injecting appropriate nuance and complexity into a single-volume overview of 2,000 years of Ukrainian
history is no small task, but Plokhy approaches this charge with dexterity and skill.... Plokhy's work serves as
a welcome introduction to Ukraine's ethnic and national history.”

Library Journal
“The timeframe and subjects covered here are extraordinary...students, academics, and readers with a general
knowledge of Ukraine will appreciate. Alternatively, chapters can be read independently, allowing those
with a strong interest in the subject to focus on a specific era of Ukraine's history.”

Independent, UK
“A masterly surveyor of Ukrainian history.”

Winnipeg Free Press, CAN
“A comprehensive, unbiased history.”

About the Author

Serhii Plokhy is the Mykhailo Hrushevsky professor of Ukrainian history at Harvard and the director of the
university's Ukrainian Research Institute. In June 2013 he was named Walter Channing Cabot Fellow in the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences. He has served on the advisory committees of the Kennan Institute at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C., the Davis Center for Russian and
Eurasian Studies, and the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard. He also serves on the editorial boards of
Russian History, East European Politics and Societies, Harvard Ukrainian Studies, and the Journal of
Ukrainian Studies. Plokhy is the author of nine books, including The Last Empire and Yalta, which won the
Ukrainian National Women's League of America Book Prize and was shortlisted for the Lionel Gelber
Foundation Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

This book untitled The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine to be one of several books that will best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.



Erma Ward:

Exactly why? Because this The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Stephanie Carter:

You may get this The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

William Henslee:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Gates of Europe: A History of
Ukraine or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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