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The Bullet and the Ballot Box offers a rich and sweeping account of a decade of
revolutionary upheaval. When Nepal’s Maoists launched their armed rebellion in
the nineties, they had limited public support and many argued that their ideology
was obsolete. Twelve years later they were in power, and their ambitious plan of
social transformation dominated the national agenda. How did this become
possible? Adhikari’s narrative draws on a broad range of sources – including
novels, letters and diaries – to illuminate the history and human drama of the
Maoist revolution.

An indispensible account of Nepal’s recent history, the book offers a fascinating
case study of how communist ideology has been reinterpreted and translated into
political action in the twenty-first century.
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When Nepal’s Maoists launched their armed rebellion in the nineties, they had limited public support and
many argued that their ideology was obsolete. Twelve years later they were in power, and their ambitious
plan of social transformation dominated the national agenda. How did this become possible? Adhikari’s
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Editorial Review

Review

"[A] well-researched history of Nepal’s Maoist revolution." —Financial Times

“This thoroughly research book reveals how this happened … Machinations rivaling those on the television
show House of Cards roiled the palace and the parliament [and] finally drove the royal family from
power." —Foreign Affairs

“The writing is wonderfully concrete and fresh. Drawing on interviews with Moaist leaders and cadres, as
well as on numerous untranslated Nepali sources (including novels and memoirs), The Bullet and the Ballot
Box opens new vistas on the conflict. It is likely to stand for a considerable time to come as the most
comprehensive and insightful account of Nepal’s Maoist revolution.” —David Gellner, University of Oxford

“Aditya Adhikari weaves together an impressive amount of research, analysis and personal observation; and
he does so very elegantly. This is a compelling work of scholarship, and a significant contribution to
understanding contemporary Nepal.” —Manjushree Thapa, author of Forget Kathmandu: An Elegy for
Democracy

“The story behind the extraordinary rise of Nepal's Maoists was poorly reported when it happened and
remains little understood. Finally we have a definitive, objective and highly readable account of how a
poorly armed faction of a small communist party launched an armed rebellion that eventually led - through a
remarkable peace process - to its leader becoming the world's first elected Maoist Prime Minister. This book
is not only essential for understanding Nepal but also provides broader insights into revolutionary
movements and peace processes.” —Ian Martin, Former Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary General to Libya, Nepal and East Timor

About the Author
Aditya Adhikari is a young journalist who has written widely on Nepali politics. Living in Kathmandu he
wrote a regular column for the Kathmandu Post between 2008 and 2012.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Fredette:

The publication with title The Bullet and the Ballot Box: The Story of Nepal's Maoist Revolution contains a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.



Sarah Petty:

Typically the book The Bullet and the Ballot Box: The Story of Nepal's Maoist Revolution has a lot info on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Andrea Quirk:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
The Bullet and the Ballot Box: The Story of Nepal's Maoist Revolution.

Georgia Evans:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Bullet and the Ballot Box: The
Story of Nepal's Maoist Revolution which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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