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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Kelley (Hammer and Hoe), who teaches Afro-American and African Studies at the University of Michigan,
here adapts several of his previously published articlesinto aloosely linked study describing black working-
class resistance outside traditional organizations and political movements. Studying complaints and protests
by blacks on Birmingham streetcars and buses during WWII, Kelley discerns a collective effort to gain
power over an institution on which they depended. Blacks who joined the Communist Party during the 1920s
and '30s, he shows, helped infuse their culture into American communism. Though Malcolm X dismissed his
youthful years as self-degrading, Kelley argues that part of Malcolm X's enduring appeal depended on the
style he picked up from the 1940s hipster, zoot suit culture. And in an analysis of present-day "gangstarap,”
Kelley describes how the music has become cartoonish and critics more sweeping in their dismissal, while
the underlying conditions that spawned rap remain unchanged. Kelley's close analyses appropriately reject
"formulaic interpretations,” as he states, but this book is mainly for students and scholars.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Kelley isaprofessor of Afro-American and African studies and author of Hammer and Hoe (1990), alook at
African Americans and the Communist Party in Alabama during the Great Depression. Here he offers abold
premise that is bound to provoke controversy and comment. Kelley suggests that foot dragging, sabotage,
workplace theft, absenteeism, cursing, graffiti, joking, playing "unauthorized" music, and dress-code
violations are subtle and not-so-subtle but conscious acts of rebellion and resistance among a black working
classthat does not feel apart of "mainstream™ civil rights and labor movements. His "history from below"
attempts to show "how fundamental race is for understanding American culture and politics' as he analyzes
cultural, social, and political phenomena as diverse as the African American volunteer role in the Spanish
civil war and "gangsta' rap. Thisbook is amust for African American history, socia science, and labor
collections. David Rouse

From Kirkus Reviews

A leftist history of unconventional resistance by 20th-century African-Americansto racial, class, and sexua
oppression. Kelley (History, Afro-American, and African Studies/Univ. of Michigan; Hammer and Hoe, not
reviewed) is a historian with an ax to grind, and he wields it with awill. The perspective here is that of
radical historians such as W.E.B. DuBois, E.P. Thompson, and C.L.R. James: the so-called ""history from
below" that interprets eventsin the prism of class struggle. To his vast credit, in seeking to memorialize
history's marginalized, Kelley has brought to the surface events and issues that need to be addressed. For
instance, his discussions of blacks' early unorganized, unsuccessful fight for space on buses, of
Birmingham's displaced industrial poor, and of tensions between working-poor and middle-class blacks add
much to our understanding of the civil rights movement. His narrative of black volunteersin the Spanish
Civil War adds a small but moving chapter to that conflict. The problem isthat Kelley's leftist orthodoxy
clutters his prose and numbs his perspective. Clich,slike " empowerment,” “refusing to privilege race, class,
or gender," and "“discursive strategies" drift like academic deadwood through these pages. The term ““race
rebels" istoo elastic, ranging from workers hovering above or below the poverty line to those unmoored by
lack of employment or stable familiesinto youthful nihilism (such as Malcolm X in his ~"zoot suit" hustler
days and “"gangsta’ rappers, a group to which the author ascribes inordinate importance). Kelley breezily
dismisses as bourgeois such analysts of the ““underclass' as William Julius Wilson. And some of his
observations can be jejune, as when he sees the celebration of the pimp in the ““Black Power" era as at |east


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

partly due to “"the image of black female dominance created by the Moynihan report." Even Kelley's obvious
compassion and excellent research skills are not enough when his analysis of race and classis so clouded by
ideology. -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Micheal Summers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Race Rebels : Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class. Try to
make the book Race Rebels : Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class as your good friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So, let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Maria Jennings:

Book is usualy written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Closeto that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Race Rebels : Culture, Politics, and
the Black Working Class will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Natalia Burton:

This Race Rebels : Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book isinformation inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you
will get. This specific Race Rebels : Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class without we comprehend
teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Race Rebels : Culture, Palitics, and the Black Working Class can bring when you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Race
Rebels : Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class having excellent arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ronald Meyers:

Race Rebels : Culture, Palitics, and the Black Working Class can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the



information. The copy writer giving his’her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Race Rebels : Culture, Palitics, and the Black Working Class but doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucia pondering.
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