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A history of the world’s first democracy from its beginnings in Athens circa
fifth century B.C. to its downfall 200 years later

The first democracy, established in ancient Greece more than 2,500 years ago,
has served as the foundation for every democratic system of government
instituted down the centuries. In this lively history, author Thomas N. Mitchell
tells the full and remarkable story of how a radical new political order was born
out of the revolutionary movements that swept through the Greek world in the
seventh and sixth centuries B.C., how it took firm hold and evolved over the next
two hundred years, and how it was eventually undone by the invading
Macedonian conquerors, a superior military power.
 
Mitchell’s superb history addresses the most crucial issues surrounding this first
paradigm of democratic governance, including what initially inspired the political
beliefs underpinning it, the ways the system succeeded and failed, how it enabled
both an empire and a cultural revolution that transformed the world of arts and
philosophy, and the nature of the Achilles heel that hastened the demise of
Athenian democracy.
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A history of the world’s first democracy from its beginnings in Athens circa fifth century B.C. to its
downfall 200 years later

The first democracy, established in ancient Greece more than 2,500 years ago, has served as the foundation
for every democratic system of government instituted down the centuries. In this lively history, author
Thomas N. Mitchell tells the full and remarkable story of how a radical new political order was born out of
the revolutionary movements that swept through the Greek world in the seventh and sixth centuries B.C.,
how it took firm hold and evolved over the next two hundred years, and how it was eventually undone by the
invading Macedonian conquerors, a superior military power.
 
Mitchell’s superb history addresses the most crucial issues surrounding this first paradigm of democratic
governance, including what initially inspired the political beliefs underpinning it, the ways the system
succeeded and failed, how it enabled both an empire and a cultural revolution that transformed the world of
arts and philosophy, and the nature of the Achilles heel that hastened the demise of Athenian democracy.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Mitchell paints a picture of a society both alien and fascinating, underscoring the vibrancy of this long-lost
civilisation with a collection of maps and photos in the centre of the book. His close scholarship shines in
documenting the transition of Athens from financially and morally bankrupt oligarchy to emancipated
democracy 2,500 years ago… with a commendable attention to detail that beautifully captures the essence of
ancient Greek culture and politics.”—Roslyn Fuller, Irish Times
(Irish Times Roslyn Fuller 2016-02-06)

“Thomas Mitchell has written an ambitious and substantial history of the Athenians and their polity…
Complete with maps and well-chosen glossy illustrations, the book is lucidly written and elegantly
produced.”—Edith  Hall, History Today
(Edith Hall History Today 2016-06-01)

About the Author

Thomas N. Mitchell is professor and former provost and president of Trinity College Dublin and chair of its
School of Classics. He is a member of the Royal Irish Academy and the American Philosophical Society. He
lives in Dublin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Democracy's Beginning: The Athenian Story provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Ruth Davis:

Beside this particular Democracy's Beginning: The Athenian Story in your phone, it might give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Democracy's Beginning: The Athenian Story because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
in addition to read it from at this point!



Robert Bell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Democracy's Beginning: The Athenian Story can give
you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Democracy's Beginning: The
Athenian Story.

Patrice Gasaway:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Democracy's Beginning: The Athenian Story. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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