
American Folklore (The Chicago History of
American Civilization)

By Richard M. Dorson

American Folklore (The Chicago History of American Civilization) By
Richard M. Dorson

Here, grounded firmly in American history, is a skilled folklorist's survey of the
entire field of America's folklore—from colonization to mass culture.

Tracing the forms and content of American folklore, Mr. Dorson reveals the
richness, pathos, and humor of genuine folklore, which he distinguishes from the
"fakelore" of popularizers and chauvinists. At the same time, however, he shows
what the creation of spurious folklore (the Paul Bunyan legends, for instance)
discloses about our national character. Based upon authentic field collections and
research, the examples cited include folkways, jests, boasts, tall tales, ballads,
folk and legendary heroes.

"His volume enlarges our understanding of the American past and present
through an empirical survey of the extant folk traditions and it also provides us
with the means for appreciating what is valuable in these folk
traditions."—Virginia Quarterly Review
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Tracing the forms and content of American folklore, Mr. Dorson reveals the richness, pathos, and humor of
genuine folklore, which he distinguishes from the 'fakelore' of popularizers and chauvinists. At the same
time, he shows what the creation of spurious folklore discloses about our national character.

About the Author

Richard M. Dorson was Distinguished Professor of History and Folklore and director of the Folklore
Institute at Indiana University. His many books include Buying the Wind: Regional Folklore in the United
States; The British Folklorists: A History; Folklore and Folklife; and Folktales Told around the World, all
published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

The particular book American Folklore (The Chicago History of American Civilization) will bring one to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book American Folklore (The Chicago History of
American Civilization) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Catherine Nelson:

The guide untitled American Folklore (The Chicago History of American Civilization) is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of American Folklore (The Chicago History of American
Civilization) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Teresa Hennessey:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book American Folklore (The Chicago History of American
Civilization) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were



enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Freddie Straughter:

Exactly why? Because this American Folklore (The Chicago History of American Civilization) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.
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