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The edited, annotated diary of President Jimmy Carter--filled with insights into
his presidency, his relationships with friends and foes, and his lasting impact on
issues that still preoccupy America and the world

Each day during his presidency, Jimmy Carter made several entries in a private
diary, recording his thoughts, impressions, delights, and frustrations. He offered
unvarnished assessments of cabinet members, congressmen, and foreign leaders;
he narrated the progress of secret negotiations such as those that led to the Camp
David Accords. When his four-year term came to an end in early 1981, the diary
amounted to more than five thousand pages. But this extraordinary document has
never been made public--until now.

By carefully selecting the most illuminating and relevant entries, Carter has
provided us with an astonishingly intimate view of his presidency. Day by day,
we see his forceful advocacy for nuclear containment, sustainable energy, human
rights, and peace in the Middle East. We witness his interactions with such
complex personalities as Ted Kennedy, Henry Kissinger, Joe Biden, Anwar
Sadat, and Menachem Begin. We get the inside story of his so-called "malaise
speech," his bruising battle for the 1980 Democratic nomination, and the Iranian
hostage crisis. Remarkably, we also get Carter's retrospective comments on these
topics and more: thirty years after the fact, he has annotated the diary with his
candid reflections on the people and events that shaped his presidency, and on the
many lessons learned.

Carter is now widely seen as one of the truly wise men of our time. Offering an
unprecedented look at both the man and his tenure, this fascinating book will
stand as a unique contribution to the history of the American presidency.
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impressions, delights, and frustrations. He offered unvarnished assessments of cabinet members,
congressmen, and foreign leaders; he narrated the progress of secret negotiations such as those that led to the
Camp David Accords. When his four-year term came to an end in early 1981, the diary amounted to more
than five thousand pages. But this extraordinary document has never been made public--until now.

By carefully selecting the most illuminating and relevant entries, Carter has provided us with an
astonishingly intimate view of his presidency. Day by day, we see his forceful advocacy for nuclear
containment, sustainable energy, human rights, and peace in the Middle East. We witness his interactions
with such complex personalities as Ted Kennedy, Henry Kissinger, Joe Biden, Anwar Sadat, and Menachem
Begin. We get the inside story of his so-called "malaise speech," his bruising battle for the 1980 Democratic
nomination, and the Iranian hostage crisis. Remarkably, we also get Carter's retrospective comments on these
topics and more: thirty years after the fact, he has annotated the diary with his candid reflections on the
people and events that shaped his presidency, and on the many lessons learned.

Carter is now widely seen as one of the truly wise men of our time. Offering an unprecedented look at both
the man and his tenure, this fascinating book will stand as a unique contribution to the history of the
American presidency.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The snarl behind the toothy grin emerges in these acerbic entries culled from the 39th president's personal
diary. Carter vents against everyone, from Congress ("disorganized juvenile delinquents"), to the press
("completely irresponsible and unnecessarily abusive") and the incoming Reaganauts ("group of jerks"). By
contrast, he comes off as the principled, rational, speed-reading master of policy detail, with a cogent-to him-
agenda of human rights, internationalism, and disarmament in foreign policy, and fiscal restraint,
deregulation, and energy conservation at home. His account of the "national malaise" episode reveals a
technocrat groping awkwardly toward a political vision. But the hectic, sketchy entries, annotated with after-
the-fact elucidations, mainly show President Carter breasting the maelstrom of over-scheduling, mundane
politics, and brother-Billy issues, while eruptions like the Iranian hostage crisis sneak up; the Sadat-Begin
Camp David negotiations and other summits, where his leadership could be proactive and untrammeled,
provoke his most involved and insightful passages. Carter's judgments will stir controversy: he tars Ted
Kennedy with torpedoing his healthcare reforms and abetting Reagan's 1980 victory, and paints Israel
("obstinate") and its Prime Minister at the time, Menachem Begin, as the main obstacles to peace in the
Middle East. His tart wit and cutting candor add flavor to a revealing portrait of presidential achievement
and, especially, frustration. Illustrations.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Fascinating...The pace gives a sense of what it is like to be president, and the entries contain blunt appraisals
of the people with whom he dealt. (The New York Times)

Outstanding…Anyone seeking insight into the thirty-ninth president of the United States would do well to
pick up [this] book. (The Christian Science Monitor)

A substantial contribution to [history]… a uniquely unfiltered look at what occupying the Oval Office day to
day means. (Los Angeles Times)

[Carter's] tart wit and cutting candor add flavor to a revealing portrait of presidential achievement.
(Publishers Weekly)

About the Author

Jimmy Carter, our thirty-ninth president, received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002. He is the author of
numerous bestsellers, including White House Diary, An Hour Before Daylight and Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid. Carter grew up on a peanut farm in Plains, Georgia. He graduated from the Naval Academy in
1946, and after seven years of service in the Navy, he returned to Georgia and entered state politics,
becoming governor in 1971. In 1976, he was elected President of the United States.

Carter aspired to make government "competent and compassionate," and fought for human rights around the
world. His successes include the Israel-Egypt peace treaty, the Panama Canal treaties, and establishing full
diplomatic relations with China.

After leaving office, he and his wife Rosalynn created the Carter Center, a nonpartisan organization working
to advance human rights and democracy, resolve conflicts, and relieve suffering from disease and hunger



around the world. The Carters live in Plains, Georgia, but continue to travel around the world in support of
numerous philanthropic efforts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Garland Thorpe:

The book White House Diary make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make examining a book White House Diary to be your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a publication White House Diary. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this book?

Roberta Swinton:

The book White House Diary can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the great thing like a book White House Diary? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book White House Diary has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Patricia Stroud:

Exactly why? Because this White House Diary is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Rebecca Muldoon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide White House Diary was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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