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Although Ruby seemed to just appear out of thin air on the steps of the
courthouse on the first day of summer in 1944, no one in Way Down Deep, West
Virginia, ever worried too much about where the toddler came from. They
figured that if Ruby's people were dumb enough to lose something as valuable as
a child, then that was their problem. So even though Ruby can't help but wonder
where she came from, she has led a joyful and carefree life in Way Down Deep,
loved and watched over by Miss Arbutus – proprietor of The Roost, the local
boardinghouse – the residents of The Roost, and the rest of the town. But when
Ruby is twelve, a new family moves to Way Down Deep, and they inadvertently
provide enough clues about Ruby's past that she is able to find her own people.
Ruby travels from Way Down Deep to the top of Yonder Mountain to learn who
she really is – only to find that she is bound to Way Down Deep by something
even stronger than family ties: love.

With a touch of fairy-tale magic and a lot of heart, Ruth White explores just what
it is that makes a place truly home.

Way Down Deep is a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Although Ruby seemed to just appear out of thin air on the steps of the courthouse on the first day of summer
in 1944, no one in Way Down Deep, West Virginia, ever worried too much about where the toddler came
from. They figured that if Ruby's people were dumb enough to lose something as valuable as a child, then
that was their problem. So even though Ruby can't help but wonder where she came from, she has led a
joyful and carefree life in Way Down Deep, loved and watched over by Miss Arbutus – proprietor of The
Roost, the local boardinghouse – the residents of The Roost, and the rest of the town. But when Ruby is
twelve, a new family moves to Way Down Deep, and they inadvertently provide enough clues about Ruby's
past that she is able to find her own people. Ruby travels from Way Down Deep to the top of Yonder
Mountain to learn who she really is – only to find that she is bound to Way Down Deep by something even
stronger than family ties: love.

With a touch of fairy-tale magic and a lot of heart, Ruth White explores just what it is that makes a place
truly home.

Way Down Deep is a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 4–7—In the summer of 1944, a red-headed, curly-haired toddler mysteriously appeared on the
courthouse steps in Way Down Deep, WV. No trace of how she got there or to whom she belonged was ever
found. For 10 years Ruby June has lived a happy, comfortable life, well loved and cared for by Miss Arbutus
Ward, owner of the local boardinghouse. The arrival of a new family in town sets in motion the unraveling of
Ruby's past and the mystery of her appearance. In the process, readers are introduced to a colorful cast of
characters who not only add to the rich Appalachian tone of the novel, but also lace it together with sweet
humor, timeless truths, and expert foreshadowing. At first thought to be the senile ramblings of Mr. Bird
Reeder, a former resident of Yonder Mountain, VA, bits of information lead Ruby to discover that she might
be the child thought to have been carried off by a panther years earlier. She learns of her parents' death when
she was a baby, that she has family living on top of the mountain, and of her mystical connections to Miss
Ward. Captivating and thoughtful on many levels, White's novel offers humor, mystery, and a feel-good
ending that a multitude of readers will find satisfying "way down deep."—D. Maria LaRocco, Cuyahoga
Public Library, Strongsville, OH
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* On the first day of summer in 1944, a red-haired toddler appears on the courtroom steps in
Way Down Deep, West Virginia. Nobody knows who she is or how she got there. But Miss Arbus, the
owner of the boardinghouse, swoops down and brings her home, and the rest of the town takes her to its
collective bosom. Then, when Ruby turns 12, a desperate man tries to rob the bank. Way Down Deep takes
in the poor soul and his family as well, not knowing that the newcomers are the key to Ruby's past. White,
the author of Belle Prater's Boy (1996), Newbery Honor Book, returns to Appalachia for a story as tender as
a breeze and as sharp as a tack. In leisurely fashion, she introduces a cavalcade of idiosyncratic characters
who go in and out of Ruby's life--among them, Mrs. Rife, a 90-year-old who throws rocks at the kids, and
Reese, who serenades Ruby with lines such as, "Now if you were a horsefly, and I'm an old grey mare, / I'd
stand and let you bite me and never move a hair." White dabbles in magic realism here (the explanation of
how Ruby came to town will vex some and delight others), but at the heart of the story are profound
questions that readers will enjoy puzzling out: Who makes up a family? And what do you owe them? Ilene
Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Both fable and mystery, Way Down Deep is simply irresistible, as plucky orphan Ruby June searches for the
secret of her past, deeply entwined with an entire community worthy of Dickens. Funny, sweet, and filled
with the heart's own truths, this is the best book yet from the queen of Appalachian storytelling.” ?Lee Smith,
author of On Agate Hill and Fair and Tender Ladies

“A tale of magical beginnings and the everyday magic of an ordinary place populated by a colorful cast of
characters worthy of Dickens. A story to love.” ?Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review

“At the heart of the story are profound questions that readers will enjoy puzzling out.” ?Booklist, Starred
Review

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Captivating and thoughtful on many levels, White's novel offers humor, mystery, and a feel-good ending
that a multitude of readers will find satisfying ‘way down deep.' ” ?School Library Journal

“Has its own memorable charm.” ?The Horn Book

“White's humor is wise and gentle. . . . Goats, children, readers, disappointed old men, and crotchety old
women--all find a warm welcome in Way Down Deep.” ?The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

“Ruth White . . . narrates in a voice that is not condescending by wryly knowing, as if she's Flannery
O'Connor for the younger set.” ?Chicago Tribune

“Peopled with delightfully quirky characters, this short novel caputres the authentic cadences of
Appalachia.” ?VOYA

“You easily fall in love with the little town of Way Down Deep.” ?A YALSA YA Galley Teen Reader

“This book has a great plot. I love the small hometown-feeling of the story and all of the characters. . . . this
book was great!” ?A YALSA YA Galley Teen Reader

“This is one of my favorite books--I felt like I was really in Way Down Deep.” ?A YALSA YA Galley Teen
Reader

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Way Down Deep is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donald Campbell:

The guide with title Way Down Deep has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Belinda Bedard:

The book untitled Way Down Deep contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you



can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of
literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Tracy Zapata:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Way Down Deep can give you a lot of close friends
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Way Down Deep.
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