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The brain and the nervous system are our most cultural organs. Our nervous
system is especially immature at birth, our brain disproportionately small in
relation to its adult size and open to cultural sculpting at multiple levels.
Recognizing this, the new field of neuroanthropology places the brain at the
center of discussions about human nature and culture. Anthropology offers brain
science more robust accounts of enculturation to explain observable difference in
brain function; neuroscience offers anthropology evidence of neuroplasticity's
role in social and cultural dynamics. This book provides a foundational text for
neuroanthropology, offering basic concepts and case studies at the intersection of
brain and culture. After an overview of the field and background information on
recent research in biology, a series of case studies demonstrate
neuroanthropology in practice. Contributors first focus on capabilities and skills -
- including memory in medical practice, skill acquisition in martial arts, and the
role of humor in coping with breast cancer treatment and recovery -- then report
on problems and pathologies that range from post-traumatic stress disorder
among veterans to smoking as a part of college social life.

ContributorsMauro C. Balieiro, Kathryn Bouskill, Rachel S. Brezis, Benjamin
Campbell, Greg Downey, José Ernesto dos Santos, William W. Dressler, Erin P.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Encultured Brain is recommended for social scientists interested in incorporating neurological
approaches into their research or how advances in neuroscience are relevant to social anthropology. The
book is also recommended for social scientists who are skeptical of brain-based approaches as it will help
them better appreciate what neuroanthropology is and what it has to offer. Social and cultural anthropology
can benefit from, and make significant contributions to, the exciting advances being made in neuroscience.
The Encultured Brain outlines the basic theory and methodology that will allow anthropologists to
participate in these advances that are becoming increasingly influential in the scientific community.

(Australian Journal of Anthropology)

About the Author

Daniel H. Lende is Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University of South
Florida. Greg Downey is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Anthropology at Macquarie University,
Sydney. In 2007 they created the popular Neuroanthropology blog (neuroanthropology.net), which is now
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elisa Hall:

The book The Encultured Brain: An Introduction to Neuroanthropology (MIT Press) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book
The Encultured Brain: An Introduction to Neuroanthropology (MIT Press) being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Encultured Brain: An Introduction to
Neuroanthropology (MIT Press). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Georgette Tang:

This book untitled The Encultured Brain: An Introduction to Neuroanthropology (MIT Press) to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.



Christina Lazarus:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Encultured Brain: An
Introduction to Neuroanthropology (MIT Press) or even others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Encultured Brain: An Introduction to
Neuroanthropology (MIT Press) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Edna Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Encultured
Brain: An Introduction to Neuroanthropology (MIT Press).
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