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Reveals the complex, country-wide systems of land management used by
Aboriginal people in presettlement Australia
 
Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land
looked like a park, with extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands,
and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has discovered this was because
Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has
examined written and visual records of the Australian landscape. He has
uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land management using fire, the
life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less
time and effort than Europeans in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals
how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend their country, it
became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians
now experience. With details of land-management strategies from around
Australia, this book rewrites the history of the continent, with huge implications
for today.
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presettlement Australia
 
Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land looked like a park, with
extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands, and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has
discovered this was because Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has examined written and visual
records of the Australian landscape. He has uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land
management using fire, the life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less time and effort than Europeans
in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend
their country, it became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians now
experience. With details of land-management strategies from around Australia, this book rewrites the history
of the continent, with huge implications for today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A beautiful and profound piece of writing, one that has importance for us all."  —Age

"This bold book, with its lucid prose and vivid illustrations, will be discussed for years to come." 
—Australian Book Review

About the Author

Bill Gammage is a historian and the author of the The Broken Years: Australian Soldiers in the Great War
and Sky Travellers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Biggest Estate on Earth: How
Aborigines Made Australia will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with
you?

Norma Harrell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines
Made Australia book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The Biggest Estate on
Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Lillie Rose:

The book untitled The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people,



so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Mary Christensen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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