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The cold war is over, and Keith Landry, one of the nation's top intelligence
officers, is forced into early and unwanted retirement. Restless, Landry returns to
Spencerville, the small Midwestern town where he grew up. The place has
changed in the quarter century since Landry stepped off his front porch into the
world, but two important people from his past are still there: Annie Prentis, his
first love, and Cliff Baxter, the high school bully who became the police chief of
Spencerville and Annie's possessive husband. They're all about to come together
again-and rip Spencerville apart with violence, vengeance, and renewed passion.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Cannily combining some of the emotional appeal of Bridges of Madison County with a riveting cat-and-
mouse game between a retired CIA man and a psychotic rural police chief, DeMille's latest novel (after The
General's Daughter) has bestseller written all over it. Keith Landry, his Cold War intelligence job a victim of
the Soviet collapse, returns to the little Ohio town where he grew up and begins to tinker with thoughts of
reviving the family farm. A former sweetheart, Annie, despondent after Keith went off to Vietnam, had
married aggressive, good-looking Cliff Baxter on the rebound, but Keith and Annie had never ceased to
correspond. Now that he's back, the old interest is rekindled in both, but Baxter, now police chief and a
womanizing petty tyrant, is fiercely jealous-and the novel takes off as a deadly struggle between a man
trained in the arts of deception and one with all the built-in advantages of police power in a remote spot. In
the process, DeMille works in some poignant reflections on the diminishing role of the American heartland
and some acute satire at the expense of the Washington power elite; he also manages a nice combination of
wryness and passion in his middle-aged lovers. The pacing is expert: there is plenty of time for leisurely
scenes, but the narrative tension never flags, and the final third keeps up a crackling drive. There are a few
pat and unconvincing moments, and the inclination of DeMille's characters to think aloud is an odd quirk,
but no readers, once hooked, are going to complain-or do much else-until they have finished the book.
400,000 first printing; BOMC main selection; major ad/promo; author tour.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
DeMille's thrillers (e.g., The Charm School, LJ 5/15/88) are a cut above most, and his many fans won't be
disappointed with Spencerville. Keith Landry, a Cold War spy cashiered after the collapse of the Berlin
Wall, returns to his rural Ohio birthplace hoping to rekindle an old flame. Alas, she's married to
Spencerville's chief of police, an abusive, microcephalic goon who tries to run Landry out of town. DeMille
is at his best when things are happening, but his thoughts on rural life and farming are a bit saccharine.
Nonetheless, riveting suspense and likable characters make this a likely candidate for popular collections.
--Mark Annichiarico, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A usually reliable and best-selling author (The General's Daughter, 1992, etc.) comes a-cropper with this tale
of star-crossed lovers who finally meet again after a quarter century and then must deal with her psychotic
husband, the sheriff and de facto dictator of their Ohio hometown. Such a story requires that the individuals
involved seem likely to have held onto their youthful romance into middle age. When one, Keith Landry, is
an exintelligence operative with the National Security Council, a man competent and experienced enough to
have the president of the United States request his return to government service in the White House, such
emotional gridlock seems pretty far-fetched. And when the other, Annie Prentis Baxter, has married the town
psychopath and remained an apparently willing victim of her own stupid choice for more than 20 years, one
must wonder what exactly it is about this woman that has kept Landry captivated. Readers are left to hope
that DeMille's reputation for accomplished storytelling and the ability to create memorable characters will
save the day. No such luck. This is pure (and unbelievable) melodrama with a stock cast: farmers who are
almost actively unsophisticated (Landry's elderly aunt is absolutely baffled by a bottle of red wine), a kindly
and understanding old preacher, the town drunk who is a Vietnam veteran and one of the sheriff's prime
victims, and so forth. (There is a disdain for Middle America that ranges from implicit to overt throughout
these pages.) Even those who fall outside the Spencerville paradigm , Landry's former high school pal and



his wife, are clich‚s of another sort: unreconstructed '60s peaceniks: They turn out to have no real role to play
in the story. Only Landry's ex-boss from Washington is even vaguely interesting (and his role is essentially
that of deus ex machina). Some tension in the final pages, but too little, too late. Very disappointing. (Book-
of-the-Month Club main selection; author tour) -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights
reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Spencerville book
as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kenneth Vargas:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book Spencerville it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Roosevelt Alday:

Beside this kind of Spencerville in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Spencerville because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

Donald Oakes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that



reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Spencerville.
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