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One scarcely knows whether to laugh or cry. The spectacle presented, in Cynthia
Russett's splendid book, of nineteenth-century white male scientists and thinkers
earnestly trying to prove women inferior to men--thereby providing, along with
"savages' and "idiots," an evolutionary buffer between men and animals--is by
turns appalling, amusing, and saddening. Surveying the work of real scientists as
well as the products of more dubious minds, Russett has produced a learned yet
immensely enjoyable chapter in the annals of human folly.

At the turn of the century science was successfully challenging the social
authority of religion; scientists wielded a power no other group commanded.
Unfortunately, as Russett demonstrates, in Victorian sexual science, empiricism
tangled with prior belief, and scientists' delineation of the mental and physical
differences between men and women was directed to show how and why women
were inferior to men. These men were not necessarily misogynists. Thiswas an
unsettling time, when the social order was threatened by wars, fierce economic
competition, racial and industrial conflict, and the failure of society to ameliorate
poverty, vice, crime, illnesses. Just when men needed the psychic lift an adoring
dependent woman could give, she was demanding the vote, higher education, and
the opportunity to become a wage earner!

No other work has treated this provocative topic so completely, nor have the
various scientific theories used to marshal evidence of women'sinferiority been
so thoroughly delineated and debunked. Erudite enough for scholarsin the
history of science, intellectual history, and the history of women, this book with
its stylish presentation will also attract alarge nonspecialist audience.
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nineteenth-century white male scientists and thinkers earnestly trying to prove women inferior to men--
thereby providing, along with "savages' and "idiots," an evolutionary buffer between men and animals--is by
turns appalling, amusing, and saddening. Surveying the work of real scientists aswell as the products of
more dubious minds, Russett has produced a learned yet immensely enjoyable chapter in the annals of
human folly.

At the turn of the century science was successfully challenging the social authority of religion; scientists
wielded a power no other group commanded. Unfortunately, as Russett demonstrates, in Victorian sexual
science, empiricism tangled with prior belief, and scientists delineation of the mental and physical
differences between men and women was directed to show how and why women were inferior to men. These
men were not necessarily misogynists. This was an unsettling time, when the social order was threatened by
wars, fierce economic competition, racial and industrial conflict, and the failure of society to ameliorate
poverty, vice, crime, illnesses. Just when men needed the psychic lift an adoring dependent woman could
give, she was demanding the vote, higher education, and the opportunity to become a wage earner!

No other work has treated this provocative topic so completely, nor have the various scientific theories used
to marshal evidence of women'sinferiority been so thoroughly delineated and debunked. Erudite enough for
scholarsin the history of science, intellectual history, and the history of women, this book with its stylish
presentation will also attract alarge nonspecialist audience.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gary Lane

The book Sexual Science give you a sense of fedling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Sexual Science being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Sexua Science. Kinds of
book are alot of. It meansthat, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Gena Colgan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
guestion because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
isright. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Sexual Science to read.

Mary Ponce:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Sexual
Scienceis kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Haydee Todd:

The book untitled Sexual Science contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman
ideawith easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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