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In this influential work, first published in English in 1963, Durkheim and Mauss
claim that the individual mind is capable of classification and they seek the origin
of the ‘classificatory function’ in society. On the basis of an intensive
examination of forms and principles of symbolic classification reported from the
Australian aborigines, the Zuñi and traditional China, they try to establish a
formal correspondence between social and symbolic classification. From this
they argue that the mode of classification is determined by the form of society
and that the notions of space, time, hierarchy, number, class and other such
cognitive categories are products of society.

Dr Needham’s introduction assesses the validity of Durkhiem and Mauss’s
argument, traces its continued influence in various disciplines, and indicates its
analytical value for future researches in social anthropology.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘This is a significant essay because it is the most unqualified expression of its authors’ grand idea that
the origins and meaning of mental categories are to be sought in the organisation of societies.’ – The
Times Literary Supplement

From the Back Cover
This book is particularly instructive for anyone who wonders what social anthropology is: how, if at all, it
differs from sociology and whether it has any unifying theoretical problem.

About the Author

Marcel Mauss (1870–1950) was a French sociologist and founding figure of twentieth-century
anthropology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Primitive Classification (Routledge
Revivals) (Routledge Revivals: Emile Durkheim: Selected Writings in Social Theory) (Volume 3) to read.

Horace Godbolt:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Primitive Classification (Routledge Revivals)
(Routledge Revivals: Emile Durkheim: Selected Writings in Social Theory) (Volume 3) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Edward Yung:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider



any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Primitive Classification (Routledge Revivals)
(Routledge Revivals: Emile Durkheim: Selected Writings in Social Theory) (Volume 3) as your daily
resource information.

Bethany Archie:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Primitive Classification (Routledge Revivals) (Routledge Revivals: Emile Durkheim:
Selected Writings in Social Theory) (Volume 3) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Primitive Classification (Routledge
Revivals) (Routledge Revivals: Emile Durkheim: Selected Writings in Social Theory) (Volume 3). You can
more attractive than now.
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