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This study examines how Japanese policy toward Middle East security issues is
shaped by the need to both maintain Japan’s security alliance with the US and its
oil relationship with states in the Middle East. Yukiko Miyagi introduces the
historic roots of Japan’s policy, and then focuses on the major contemporary
cases – the Iraq war, the Iranian nuclear crisis, and the Arab-Israeli conflict, to
expose and explain how clashing interests and dilemmas were negotiated to
arrive at policy outcomes.

The author also sheds light on the utility of mainstream International Relations
theories for understanding Japan’s behaviour. How do we understand the policy
of a self-declared ‘anti-militarist’ state forced to operate in a realist world and for
whom energy supplies are a matter of vital national security? This study shows
how neither realism nor its rivals, such as constructivism, can wholly explain
Japan’s behaviour and suggests a theoretical framework for doing so.

Filling a major gap in our understanding of an increasingly important area of
study Japan’s Middle East Security Policy is an essential read for those interested
in Japan’s International Relations, Middle East politics, security studies and
foreign policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Yukiko Miyagi's volume fills a major gap in the literature on Japan's relations with the Middle East. This
volume makes a major contribution in expanding our theoretical understanding of Japan's engagement of the
region, by providing an integrated framework of analysis combining international systemic factors, US-Japan
alliance considerations, and domestic norms and policy processes. It provides splendid and up-to-date
empirical detail on Japan's reaction to security issues in the Middle East involving energy, nuclear and other
security issues. This book is an essential read for scholars and students interested in Japan's ties with the
Middle East and its emerging global security role."

Dr Christopher W. Hughes, Reader (Associate Professor). University of Warwick, UK

"This is the first work seriously undertaken on Japan's policy toward the Middle East. Miyagi's book is the
best work ever in this field, showing how various patterns of Japan's policy are shaped in the condition when
it is torn between the Middle East and the US, with deep theoretical analysis and rich empirical data. Her
work contributes greatly to understand Japan-Middle East relations and opens a new frontier to study the
Japanese foreign policy."
Keiko SAKAI, Professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan

"This book is a valuable addition to the study of Japanese foreign policy making. It offers comprehensive
analyses of the shift in Japan's Middle East policy from the traditional pro-Arab attitude based on its energy-
vulnerability to the proactive support to the United States with historical, theoretical and policy-process
perspectives."

Tomohito Shinoda, Professor of International Relations International University of Japan

"Clearly and concisely written, this volume is an excellent example of a qualitative study integrating
elements of diverse theories within a specific context to arrive at a richer understanding of practical policy
making.  Summing Up: Recommended.  All readership levels." - CHOICE, Aug. 2009 Vol. 46 No. 11

 

"Japan’s Middle East Security Policy is recommended to scholars, students, and policy makers who want a
systematic analysis of Japan’s policy towards the region and to use it as a base to examine Japanese overall
foreign policy."

- Yuko Nakano, Pacific Affairs: Volume 83, No. 1 – March 2010

About the Author

Dr. Yukiko Miyagi is CASAW Fellow in Middle East Security in the School of Government and
International Affairs, University of Durham, U.K.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory
and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Dorothy Walker:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases
(Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by a person who have those short free time problems.

Anna Cooper:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and
Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) or others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Japan's Middle East Security
Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Bill Dildy:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge
Series) when you desired it?
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