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Sixty years on from the end of the Pacific War, Japan on Display examines
representations of the Meiji emperor, Mutsuhito (1852-1912) and his grandson
the Showa emperor, Hirohito who was regarded as a symbol of the nation, in
both war and peacetime. Much of this representation was aided by the
phenomenon of photography.

The introduction and development of photography in the nineteenth century
coincided with the need to make Hirohito’s grandfather, the young Meiji
Emperor, more visible. Photo books and albums became a popular format for
presenting seemingly objective images of the monarch, reminding the Japanese
of their proximity to the Emperor, and the imperial family. In the twentieth
century, these 'national albums’ provided a visual record of wars fought in the
name of the Emperor, while also documenting the reconstruction of Tokyo,
scientific expeditions, and imperial tours.

Drawing on archival documents, photographs, and sources in both Japanese and
English, this book throws new light on the history of twentieth-century Japan and
the central role of Hirohito. With Japan’s defeat in the Pacific War, the Emperor
was transformed from wartime leader to peace-loving scientist. Japan on Display
seeks to understand this reinvention of a more 'human’ Emperor and the role that
photography played in the process.
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Sixty years on from the end of the Pacific War, Japan on Display examines representations of the Meiji
emperor, Mutsuhito (1852-1912) and his grandson the Showa emperor, Hirohito who was regarded as a
symbol of the nation, in both war and peacetime. Much of this representation was aided by the phenomenon
of photography.

The introduction and development of photography in the nineteenth century coincided with the need to make
Hirohito’s grandfather, the young Meiji Emperor, more visible. Photo books and albums became a popular
format for presenting seemingly objective images of the monarch, reminding the Japanese of their proximity
to the Emperor, and the imperial family. In the twentieth century, these 'national albums’ provided a visual
record of wars fought in the name of the Emperor, while also documenting the reconstruction of Tokyo,
scientific expeditions, and imperial tours.

Drawing on archival documents, photographs, and sources in both Japanese and English, this book throws
new light on the history of twentieth-century Japan and the central role of Hirohito. With Japan’s defeat in
the Pacific War, the Emperor was transformed from wartime leader to peace-loving scientist. Japan on
Display seeks to understand this reinvention of a more 'human’ Emperor and the role that photography
played in the process.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Morris Low is professor of East Asian sciences and technology at Johns Hopkins University. His previous
publications include Science, Technology and Society in Contemporary Japan (1999); Science, Technology
and R&D in Japan (2001); Asian Masculinities (2003); Building a Modern Japan (2005); and Science and
the Building of a New Japan (2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

The book Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of
Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor
(Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series) for being your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open and read a book Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor
(Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Michael Campbell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian
Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series) had been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA)
East Asian Series) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
while using book Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of
Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

David Smith:

The guide untitled Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of
Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality



of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Japan on
Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East
Asian Series) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Carol Stripling:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Japan on Display:
Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian
Series).
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