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The Jacob s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program targets reading
comprehension skills in high-ability learners by moving students through an
inquiry process from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts using a
field-tested method developed by the Center for Gifted Education at The College
of William and Mary. Students in grades K–9 will be able to comprehend and
analyze any reading passage after completing the activities in these books.

Using skill ladders connected to individual readings in poetry, short stories, and
nonfiction, students move from lower order, concrete thinking skills to higher
order, critical thinking skills. All of the books, geared to increasing grade levels,
include high-interest readings, ladders to increase reading skill development, and
easy-to-implement instructions. The ladders include multiple skills necessary for
academic success, covering language arts standards such as sequencing, cause
and effect, classification, making generalizations, inference, and recognizing
themes and concepts.

The Jacob s Ladder guides provide teachers with an explanation of the nature
and substance of supplementary tasks in reading comprehension that will help
prepare students for their state assessment tests. At the same time, these tasks
will move students from basic reading comprehension to more critical reading
behaviors. Also included are an overview of the goals and objectives of Jacob s
Ladder tasks and suggestions for implementation, giving every teacher of gifted
learners the tools needed to create a successful reading classroom.
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The Jacob s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program targets reading comprehension skills in high-ability
learners by moving students through an inquiry process from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts
using a field-tested method developed by the Center for Gifted Education at The College of William and
Mary. Students in grades K–9 will be able to comprehend and analyze any reading passage after completing
the activities in these books.

Using skill ladders connected to individual readings in poetry, short stories, and nonfiction, students move
from lower order, concrete thinking skills to higher order, critical thinking skills. All of the books, geared to
increasing grade levels, include high-interest readings, ladders to increase reading skill development, and
easy-to-implement instructions. The ladders include multiple skills necessary for academic success, covering
language arts standards such as sequencing, cause and effect, classification, making generalizations,
inference, and recognizing themes and concepts.

The Jacob s Ladder guides provide teachers with an explanation of the nature and substance of
supplementary tasks in reading comprehension that will help prepare students for their state assessment tests.
At the same time, these tasks will move students from basic reading comprehension to more critical reading
behaviors. Also included are an overview of the goals and objectives of Jacob s Ladder tasks and
suggestions for implementation, giving every teacher of gifted learners the tools needed to create a
successful reading classroom.
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Editorial Review

Review
I find that Jacob's Ladder is easy to use and thoroughly enjoy how it helps light a spark in my children. They
truly do not consider working on Jacob's Ladder to be school work; for them, this is a treat . . . It engages
higher order thinking and takes the children far beyond the texts they are reading . . . This is the first
comprehension program that I've seen that I can wholeheartedly recommend. While it's targeted at gifted
children, I think that all children will enjoy this program as you can guide the answers as deeply or as
shallowly as you wish. If you have children, who like mine, love to engage in philosophizing, this is
definitely a program they would enjoy. --Homeschooled Twins blog - June 8, 2010

About the Author
Joyce VanTassel-Baska is Professor Emerita at The College of William and Mary, where she founded the
Center for Gifted Education. Formerly she initiated and directed the Center for Talent Development at
Northwestern University. Joyce has also served as state director of gifted programs in Illinois, a regional
director, a local coordinator of gifted programs, and a teacher of gifted high school students. Her major
research interests are in the talent development process and effective curricular interventions with the gifted.

She is the author of 22 books and has written more than 500 other publications on gifted education. She was
the editor of Gifted and Talented International for several years and received the Distinguished Scholar
Award in 1997 from the National Association for Gifted Children and the Outstanding Faculty Award from
the State Council of Higher Education in Virginia in 1993. She received the Distinguished Alumna
Achievement Award from the University of Toledo in 2003, the President's Award from the World Council
on Gifted and Talented in 2005, and the Collaboration and Diversity Service Award from CEC-TAG in
2007.

Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., is a research assistant professor of special education and director of Programs for
Talented Youth at Vanderbilt University. Her current research interests include the impact of accelerated
curriculum on student achievement, teacher effectiveness, and talent development factors-especially for
students of poverty.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1.
Try to the actual book Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 as your pal. It means that
it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.



Saul Robinson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Jacob's Ladder Reading
Comprehension Program - Level 1. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

David Hyman:

The book Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension
Program - Level 1 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bernard Davisson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program -
Level 1 or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - Level 1 to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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