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This book explores the ways in which a range of recent American novelists have
handled the genre of the 'coming-of-age' novel, or the Bildungsroman. Novels of
this genre characteristically dramatise the vicissitudes of growing up and the
trials and tribulations of young adulthood, often presented through depictions of
immediate family relationships and other social structures. This book considers a
variety of different American cultures (in terms of race, class and gender) and a
range of contemporary coming-of-age novels, so that aesthetic judgements about
the fiction might be made in the context of the social history that fiction
represents. A series of questions are asked:* Does the coming-of-age moment in
these novels coincide with an interpretation of the 'fall' of America?* What kind
of national commentary does it therefore facilitate?* Is the Bildungsroman a
quintessentially American genre?* What can it usefully tell us about
contemporary American culture? Although the focus is on the conte
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This book explores the ways in which a range of recent American novelists have handled the genre of the
'coming-of-age' novel, or the Bildungsroman. Novels of this genre characteristically dramatise the
vicissitudes of growing up and the trials and tribulations of young adulthood, often presented through
depictions of immediate family relationships and other social structures. This book considers a variety of
different American cultures (in terms of race, class and gender) and a range of contemporary coming-of-age
novels, so that aesthetic judgements about the fiction might be made in the context of the social history that
fiction represents. A series of questions are asked:* Does the coming-of-age moment in these novels
coincide with an interpretation of the 'fall' of America?* What kind of national commentary does it therefore
facilitate?* Is the Bildungsroman a quintessentially American genre?* What can it usefully tell us about
contemporary American culture? Although the focus is on the conte
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Editorial Review

Review

[A] concise, engaging... readable, excellent addition to the literature... Highly Recommended.

(CHOICE)

Review

This promises to be an original and comprehensive work in American literary and cultural studies.

(Bert Bender, Arizona State University)

About the Author

Kenneth Millard is Senior Lecturer in English at the University of Edinburgh

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kendrick Mills:

This Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
That Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction without we recognize teach the one who reading it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Coming of Age in Contemporary
American Fiction can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Coming of Age in Contemporary
American Fiction having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Russell Diamond:

Here thing why that Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Coming of
Age in Contemporary American Fiction. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction in e-book
can be your alternate.



Nancy Maxfield:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

James Fitzpatrick:

Why? Because this Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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