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"This is a book about making art. Ordinary art. Ordinary art means something
like: all art not made by Mozart. After all, art is rarely made by Mozart-like
people; essentially—statistically speaking—there aren't any people like that.
Geniuses get made once-a-century or so, yet good art gets made all the time, so
to equate the making of art with the workings of genius removes this intimately
human activity to a strangely unreachable and unknowable place. For all practical
purposes making art can be examined in great detail without ever getting
entangled in the very remote problems of genius."
—-from the Introduction

Art & Fear explores the way art gets made, the reasons it often doesn't get made,
and the nature of the difficulties that cause so many artists to give up along the
way. The book's co-authors, David Bayles and Ted Orland, are themselves both
working artists, grappling daily with the problems of making art in the real
world. Their insights and observations, drawn from personal experience, provide
an incisive view into the world of art as it is expeienced by artmakers themselves.

This is not your typical self-help book. This is a book written by artists, for artists
-— it's about what it feels like when artists sit down at their easel or keyboard, in
their studio or performance space, trying to do the work they need to do. First
published in 1994, Art & Fear quickly became an underground classic. Word-of-
mouth response alone—now enhanced by internet posting—has placed it among
the best-selling books on artmaking and creativity nationally.

Art & Fear has attracted a remarkably diverse audience, ranging from beginning
to accomplished artists in every medium, and including an exceptional
concentration among students and teachers. The original Capra Press edition of
Art & Fear sold 80,000 copies.

An excerpt:

Today, more than it was however many years ago, art is hard because you have
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to keep after it so consistently. On so many different fronts. For so little external
reward. Artists become veteran artists only by making peace not just with
themselves, but with a huge range of issues. You have to find your work...
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"This is a book about making art. Ordinary art. Ordinary art means something like: all art not made by
Mozart. After all, art is rarely made by Mozart-like people; essentially—statistically speaking—there aren't
any people like that. Geniuses get made once-a-century or so, yet good art gets made all the time, so to
equate the making of art with the workings of genius removes this intimately human activity to a strangely
unreachable and unknowable place. For all practical purposes making art can be examined in great detail
without ever getting entangled in the very remote problems of genius."
—-from the Introduction

Art & Fear explores the way art gets made, the reasons it often doesn't get made, and the nature of the
difficulties that cause so many artists to give up along the way. The book's co-authors, David Bayles and Ted
Orland, are themselves both working artists, grappling daily with the problems of making art in the real
world. Their insights and observations, drawn from personal experience, provide an incisive view into the
world of art as it is expeienced by artmakers themselves.

This is not your typical self-help book. This is a book written by artists, for artists -— it's about what it feels
like when artists sit down at their easel or keyboard, in their studio or performance space, trying to do the
work they need to do. First published in 1994, Art & Fear quickly became an underground classic. Word-of-
mouth response alone—now enhanced by internet posting—has placed it among the best-selling books on
artmaking and creativity nationally.

Art & Fear has attracted a remarkably diverse audience, ranging from beginning to accomplished artists in
every medium, and including an exceptional concentration among students and teachers. The original Capra
Press edition of Art & Fear sold 80,000 copies.

An excerpt:

Today, more than it was however many years ago, art is hard because you have to keep after it so
consistently. On so many different fronts. For so little external reward. Artists become veteran artists only by
making peace not just with themselves, but with a huge range of issues. You have to find your work...
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Bayles is an accomplished photographer, author, workshop leader, and conservationist. He has studied
with Ansel Adams and Brett Weston, among others, and has taught and written extensively in the arts for
over thirty years.

Ted Orland, the author of The View from the Studio Door, currently pursues parallel careers in teaching,
writing, and photography.

Arthur Morey has recorded over two hundred audiobooks in history, fiction, science, business, and religion,
earning a number of AudioFile Earphones Awards and two Audie Award nominations. His plays and songs
have been produced in New York, Chicago, and Milan, where he has also performed.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Art & Fear:
Observations on the Perils (and Rewards) of Artmaking: 1 suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Art & Fear: Observations on the Perils (and Rewards) of
Artmaking: 1is the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the
core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Paul Blecha:

The book Art & Fear: Observations on the Perils (and Rewards) of Artmaking: 1 has a lot of information on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Wayne Sutphin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different



categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Art & Fear: Observations on
the Perils (and Rewards) of Artmaking: 1.

Patrick Pond:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Art & Fear: Observations on the Perils
(and Rewards) of Artmaking: 1 to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Art & Fear: Observations on the Perils (and
Rewards) of Artmaking: 1 can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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