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Conceived in the 1930s, simplified and successfully tested in the 1950s, the
darling of the automotive industry in the early 1970s, then all but abandoned
before resurging for abrilliant run as a high-performance powerplant for Mazda,
the Wankel rotary engine has long been an object of fascination and more than a
little mystery. A remarkably ssmple design (yet understood by few), it boasts
compact size, light weight and nearly vibration-free operation.

In the 1960s, German engineer Felix Wankel’ s invention was beginning to look
like arevolution in the making. Though still in need of refinement, it held much
promise as a smooth and powerful engine that could fit in smaller spaces than
piston engines of similar output. Auto makers lined up for licensing rightsto
build their own Wankels, and for atime analysts predicted that much of the
industry would convert to rotary power.

This complete and well-illustrated account traces the full history of the engine
and its use in various cars, motorcycles, snowmobiles and other applications. It
clearly explains the working of the engine and the technical challengesit
presented—the difficulty of designing effective and durable sedls, early
emissions troubles, high fuel consumption, and others. The work done by several
companies to overcome these problems is described in detail, as are the economic
and political troublesthat nearly killed the rotary in the 1970s, and the prospects
for future rotary-powered vehicles.
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Conceived in the 1930s, simplified and successfully tested in the 1950s, the darling of the automotive
industry in the early 1970s, then all but abandoned before resurging for a brilliant run as a high-performance
powerplant for Mazda, the Wankel rotary engine has long been an object of fascination and more than alittle
mystery. A remarkably simple design (yet understood by few), it boasts compact size, light weight and
nearly vibration-free operation.

In the 1960s, German engineer Felix Wankel’ sinvention was beginning to look like arevolution in the
making. Though still in need of refinement, it held much promise as a smooth and powerful engine that
could fit in smaller spaces than piston engines of similar output. Auto makers lined up for licensing rightsto
build their own Wankels, and for atime analysts predicted that much of the industry would convert to rotary
power.

This complete and well-illustrated account traces the full history of the engine and its use in various cars,
motorcycles, snowmobiles and other applications. It clearly explains the working of the engine and the
technical challenges it presented—the difficulty of designing effective and durable sedls, early emissions
troubles, high fuel consumption, and others. The work done by several companies to overcome these
problemsis described in detail, as are the economic and political troubles that nearly killed the rotary in the
1970s, and the prospects for future rotary-powered vehicles.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Definitive...readable, technically accurate, and very comprehensive...amust-read...all levels' -- Choice

"Excellent...educational...a good read" -- SAH Journal

"Hege has thoughtfully penned a compl ete history...guaranteed to delight" -- Old Cars Weekly

About the Author
John B. Hegeis an automotive technician in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, who has followed the Wankel
rotary since his and its early days.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Chad Foster:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Wankel Rotary Engine: A History
will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Morris Sampson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Wankel Rotary Engine: A History your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Wankel Rotary Engine: A History giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through

it, like winning agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Gary Muldowney:

Beside this The Wankel Rotary Engine: A History in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Wankel
Rotary Engine: A History because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times
have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisin the



hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you till
want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Helen Noyola:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Wankel Rotary Engine: A History can make you feel more interested to
read.
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