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Now available in paperback and with over 10,000 entries, the Oxford Dictionary
of Music (previously the Concise Oxford Dictionary of Music) offers broad
coverage of a wide range of musical categories spanning many eras, including
composers, librettists, singers, orchestras, important ballets and operas, and
musical instruments and their history. Over 250 new entries have been added to
this edition to expand coverage of popular music, ethnomusicology, modern and
contemporary composers, music analysis, and recording technology. Existing
entries have been expanded where necessary to include more coverage of the
reception of major works, and to include key new works and categories, such as
multimedia.

Entry-level web links are listed and regularly updated on a dedicated companion
website, expanding the scope of the dictionary. The dictionary now also includes
two useful appendices, one listing French, German, and Italian musical terms
with their English translations, and an abbreviations list for letters commonly
used in musical scores and musical writing.

The Oxford Dictionary of Music is the most up-to-date and accessible dictionary
of musical terms available and an essential point of reference for music students,
teachers, lecturers, professional musicians, and music enthusiasts.
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many eras, including composers, librettists, singers, orchestras, important ballets and operas, and musical
instruments and their history. Over 250 new entries have been added to this edition to expand coverage of
popular music, ethnomusicology, modern and contemporary composers, music analysis, and recording
technology. Existing entries have been expanded where necessary to include more coverage of the reception
of major works, and to include key new works and categories, such as multimedia.

Entry-level web links are listed and regularly updated on a dedicated companion website, expanding the
scope of the dictionary. The dictionary now also includes two useful appendices, one listing French, German,
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and an essential point of reference for music students, teachers, lecturers, professional musicians, and music
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "indispensable"

--Yorkshire Post

"clearly the best around . . . the dictionary that everyone should have"

--Literary Review

"a pleasure to dip into"

--Times Educational Supplement

"This fifth edition of classical music's Concise Oxford Dictionary beats all comers. Its range and detail go far
beyond what one would normally expect of a single volume."

--Jeremy Nicholas, Classic FM Magazine

"[A] cornerstone of music lovers' libraries...eminently browsable, with excellent articles on major composers
from Beethoven to Stockhausen as well as intriguing facts and details."

--Daniel Jaffe, BBC Music Magazine

"The flame still burns brightly in the shape of the ever-richer mix of composers, performers, venues,
orchestras, individual works, instruments, musical terms, the odd dose of world music and so on."

--Classical Music

"This really is the dictionary to end all dictionaries. Whatever your bag, you'll find it here ... Now this is
what I call a music book."

--Tinash Sithole, Northern Echo

About the Author

Tim Rutherford-Johnson, Michael Kennedy, Joyce Kennedy

Tim Rutherford-Johnson has worked for the New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians since 1999 and
until 2010 was the editor responsible for the dictionary's coverage of 20th- and 21st century music. He has
published and lectured on several contemporary composers, and regularly reviews new music for both print
and online publications.

Michael Kennedy was chief music critic of The Sunday Telegraph from 1989 to 2005. Before that he was a



staff music critic on The Sunday Telegraph from 1950 and its Northern Editor from 1960 to 1986. He is an
authority on English music of the 20th century and has written books on Elgar, Vaughan Williams, Britten,
and Walton as well as on Mahler, Strauss, Barbirolli, Boult, and the Halle Orchestra. He was awarded the
OBE in 1981 and the CBE in 1997, and is a member of the Board of Governors of the Royal Northern
College of Music, Manchester. The honorary degree of Doctor of Music was conferred on him in 2003 by
the University of Manchester.

Joyce Bourne practised for almost 30 years as an anaesthetist and general practitioner until her retirement in
1990. She has a lifelong interest in and love of music and has assisted Michael Kennedy with his works since
1978, both as researcher and typist. Her book Who's Who in Opera was published in 1998.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Gray:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Oxford Dictionary of Music (Oxford Quick
Reference). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book The Oxford Dictionary of Music (Oxford Quick Reference). You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
go through.

Shanon Stephens:

The book The Oxford Dictionary of Music (Oxford Quick Reference) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Oxford
Dictionary of Music (Oxford Quick Reference)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The Oxford Dictionary of Music (Oxford Quick Reference) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Roth:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Oxford Dictionary of
Music (Oxford Quick Reference) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.



Herbert Oakley:

The publication untitled The Oxford Dictionary of Music (Oxford Quick Reference) is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Oxford Dictionary of Music (Oxford Quick Reference) from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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