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Though Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's name is recognized the world over, for decades
the man himself has been overshadowed by his better understood creation,
Sherlock Holmes, who has become one of literature's most enduring characters.
Based on thousands of previously unavailable documents, Andrew Lycett, author
of the critically acclaimed biography Dylan Thomas, offers the first definitive
biography of the baffling Conan Doyle, finally making sense of along-standing
mystery: how the scientifically minded creator of the world's most rational
detective himself succumbed to an avid belief in spiritualism, including
communication with the dead.

Conan Doyle was a man of many contradictions. Always romantic, energetic,
idealistic and upstanding, he could also be selfish and fool-hardy. Lycett
assembles the many threads of Conan Doyl€'s life, including the lasting impact of
his domineering mother and his wayward, alcoholic father; his affair with a
younger woman while hiswife lay dying; and his nearly fanatical pursuit of
scientific datato prove and explain various supernatural phenomena. Lycett
reveals the evolution of Conan Doyl€e's nature and ideas against the backdrop of
his intense personal life, wider society and the intellectual ferment of hisage. In
response to the dramatic scientific and social transformations at the turn of the
century, he rejected traditional religious faith in favor of psychics and séances --
and in thisway he embodied all of hislate-Victorian, early-Edwardian era's
ambivalence about the advance of science and the decline of religion.

Thefirst biographer to gain access to Conan Doyle's newly released personal
archive -- which includes correspondence, diaries, original manuscripts and more
-- Lycett combines assiduous research with penetrating insight to offer the most
comprehensive, lucid and sympathetic portrait yet of Conan Doyle's personal
journey from student to doctor, from world-famous author to ardent spiritualist.

i Download The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X

@ Read Online The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life an
...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=074327525X

The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

By Andrew Lycett

TheMan Who Created Sherlock Holmes: TheLifeand Timesof Sir Arthur Conan Doyle By Andrew
Lycett

Though Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's name is recognized the world over, for decades the man himself has been
overshadowed by his better understood creation, Sherlock Holmes, who has become one of literature's most
enduring characters. Based on thousands of previously unavailable documents, Andrew Lycett, author of the
critically acclaimed biography Dylan Thomas, offers the first definitive biography of the baffling Conan
Doyle, finally making sense of along-standing mystery: how the scientifically minded creator of the world's
most rational detective himself succumbed to an avid belief in spiritualism, including communication with
the dead.

Conan Doyle was a man of many contradictions. Always romantic, energetic, idealistic and upstanding, he
could also be selfish and fool-hardy. Lycett assembles the many threads of Conan Doyl€e's life, including the
lasting impact of his domineering mother and his wayward, alcoholic father; his affair with ayounger
woman while hiswife lay dying; and his nearly fanatical pursuit of scientific datato prove and explain
various supernatural phenomena. Lycett reveals the evolution of Conan Doyl€e's nature and ideas against the
backdrop of hisintense personal life, wider society and the intellectual ferment of his age. In response to the
dramatic scientific and social transformations at the turn of the century, he rejected traditional religious faith
in favor of psychics and séances -- and in thisway he embodied all of hislate-Victorian, early-Edwardian
eras ambivalence about the advance of science and the decline of religion.

The first biographer to gain access to Conan Doyl€e's newly released personal archive -- which includes
correspondence, diaries, original manuscripts and more -- Lycett combines assiduous research with
penetrating insight to offer the most comprehensive, lucid and sympathetic portrait yet of Conan Doyl€e's
personal journey from student to doctor, from world-famous author to ardent spiritualist.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Lycett, biographer of Rudyard Kipling and Dylan Thomas, turns his attention to the father of detective
storiesin this enjoyable if densely packed biography. From his early years in Edinburgh to his life at
boarding school, Conan Doyle developed alove of storytelling and mythology. After finishing medical
school, he turned to writing as away to explore his paradoxical interest in spiritualism and science. While
writing his first Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet, published in 1886, Conan Doyle continued to practice
medicine and tend to his growing family. Lycett shows that Conan Doyle often viewed his laconic detective's
stories asinferior to his other work, which included everything from the social novel to a history of Britain's
involvement in WWI. With his detailed descriptions of the Doyle family tree, Lycett often overwhelmsthe
reader with names and dates, but fans won't be disappointed with his unearthing of the origins of the famous
detective's name (fellow student Patrick Sherlock and Oliver Wendell Holmes) or Conan Doyle's
associations with everyone from Oscar Wilde to Harry Houdini. Those looking for a close reading of the
Holmes canon should look elsewhere, but fans of the in-depth literary biography will find this a satisfying
read. (Dec.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"[An] excellent biography.... Comprehensive and authoritative, it is undoubtedly the best account of Doyle to
date, and the best we are likely to get." -- The Sunday Times (London)

"Lycett excelsin unearthing the sources from which Doyle drew to endow Holmes with unique skills.... [A]
brilliant analysis." -- Sunday Herald (Scotland)

"In Andrew Lycett's hugely enjoyable new biography, the sheer breathtaking dynamism of [Conan Doyl€]
shines through.... [An] impeccably researched book." -- The Sunday Telegraph (London)

"It is the precise and intelligent appreciation of the differences by which Conan Doyle was composed that
makes Lycett's diagnosis of his subject so thoroughly satisfying. Using previously unseen archives, Lycett
gives us Conan Doyle as a late Victorian and definitive Edwardian, battling with the uncertainties of his own
age, weary of the uncertainties of the next one." -- The New Statesman (L ondon)

"Conan Doyle has found a biographer of distinction in Andrew Lycett.... Lycett's brilliant piece of detective
work on the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories now allows us to judge his literary worth against that of
his peers and properly to set him in the context of histimes.... [A] splendid biography.” -- The Guardian,
Book of the Week selection (London)

"[A] sympathetic new biography...shrewd and thorough...entertaining.” -- The Independent on Sunday
(London)

"Comprehensive and action-packed.... The first [biography] to incorporate private family papers that became
available only after the death of the author's last surviving offspring.... We see Conan Doyl€e's flaws as

clearly as hisvirtues.... Despite its wealth of detail, the book moves quickly." -- The Washington Post

"Lycett seamlessly interweaves Conan Doyl€e's letters, autobiography, and published travel writing.... The



most detailed map yet published." -- Los Angeles Times

"A sophisticated and fascinating life study." -- Booklist

About the Author

Andrew Lycett studied history at Oxford University. After an early career as aforeign correspondent
specializing in Africa and the Middle East, he now writes biographies. His lives of Dylan Thomas, Rudyard
Kipling and lan Fleming have been highly praised.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Florence Adams:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Man Who
Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Lisa Gaither:

The guide with title The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle posesses alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book.
This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you within new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Jesus Thresher:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
aswell as soon. The The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.



Victor McDowell:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes:
The Lifeand Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It isto be initially opinion
for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes:
The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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