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ONE OF THE MOST LOVED NOVELSOF THE DECADE.

A long-lost book reappears, mysteriously connecting an old man sear ching
for hisson and a girl seeking a curefor her widowed mother's loneliness.

Leo Gursky taps his radiator each evening to let his upstairs neighbor know he's
dtill aive. But it wasn't always like this: in the Polish village of hisyouth, he fell
in love and wrote a book... Sixty years later and half aworld away, fourteen-
year-old Alma, who was named after a character in that book, undertakes an
adventure to find her namesake and save her family. With virtuosic skill and
soaring imaginative power, Nicole Krauss gradually draws these stories together
toward a climax of "extraordinary depth and beauty" (Newsday).
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A long-lost book reappears, mysteriously connecting an old man sear ching for hisson and a girl
seeking a curefor her widowed mother'sloneliness.

Leo Gursky taps his radiator each evening to let his upstairs neighbor know he's still alive. But it wasn’t
always like this: in the Polish village of hisyouth, he fell in love and wrote a book...Sixty years later and
half aworld away, fourteen-year-old Alma, who was named after a character in that book, undertakes an
adventure to find her namesake and save her family. With virtuosic skill and soaring imaginative power,
Nicole Krauss gradually draws these stories together toward a climax of "extraordinary depth and beauty"
(Newsday).
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Nicole Krauss's The History of Love is a hauntingly beautiful novel about two characters whose lives are
woven together in such complex ways that even after the last page is turned, the reader is left to wonder what
really happened. In the hands of aless gifted writer, unraveling this tangled web could easily give way to
complete chaos. However, under Krauss's watchful eye, these twists and turns only strengthen the impact of
this enchanting book.

The History of Love spans of period of over 60 years and takes readers from Nazi-occupied Eastern Europe
to present day Brighton Beach. At the center of each main character's psyche is the issue of loneliness, and
the need to fill avoid left empty by lost love. Leo Gursky is aretired locksmith who immigrates to New

Y ork after escaping SS officersin his native Poland, only to spend the last stage of hislife terrified that no
one will notice when he dies. ("I try to make a point of being seen. Sometimes when I'm out, I'll buy ajuice
even though I'm not thirsty.") Fourteen-year-old Alma Singer vacillates between wanting to memorialize her
dead father and finding away to lift her mother's veil of depression. At the same time, she'strying to save
her brother Bird, who is convinced he may be the Messiah, from becoming a 10-year-old social pariah. As
the connection between Leo and Almais slowly unmasked, the desperation, along with the potential for
salvation, of this unique pair is also revealed.

The poetry of her prose, along with an uncanny ability to embody two completely original characters, is what
makes Krauss an expert at her craft. But in the end, it's the absolute belief in the uninteruption of love that
makes this novel a pleasure, and awonder to behold. --Gisele Toueg

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. The last words of this haunting novel resonate like a pealing bell. "Hefell in love. It was his
life." Thisisthe unofficial obituary of octogenarian Leo Gursky, a character whose mordant wit, gallows
humor and searching heart create an unforgettable portrait. Born in Poland and a WWII refugee in New

Y ork, Leo has become invisible to the world. When he leaves his tiny apartment, he deliberately draws
attention to himself to be sure he exists. What's really missing in hislife is the woman he has always loved,
the son who doesn't know that Leo is his father, and hislost novel, caled The History of Love, which,
unbeknownst to Leo, was published years ago in Chile under a different man's name. Another family in New
Y ork has also been truncated by loss. Teenager Alma Singer, who was hamed after the heroine of The
History of Love, istrying to ease the loneliness of her widowed mother, Charlotte. When a stranger asks
Charlotte to trandlate The History of Love from Spanish for an exorbitant sum, the mysteries deepen. Krauss
(Man Walks into a Room) ties these and other plot strands together with surprising twists and turns,
chronicling the survival of the human spirit against all odds. Writing with tenderness about eccentric
characters, she uses earthy humor to mask pain and to question the universe. Her distinctive voice is both
plangent and wry, and her imagination encompasses many worlds.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

Krauss' s second novel (after 2002's Man Walks Into a Room) originally appeared in abbreviated form in The
New Yorker. That piece failed to capture the novel’s maddening complexity and brilliance. Critics describe
History of Love as poignant, hilarious, and ingenious—and perhaps too smart for its own good. The literary
pyrotechnics that some commended—the doppelgangers, the "decoding” of different journal entries,
trandations, and lists, the nested stories—confounded others. "The writer’ s connections are closer to



http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

tangles," complained the Los Angeles Times, and mask a simple, powerful, message. Y et most reviewers,
who quickly compared Krauss s work to her husband Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close (*** page 38), agreed that her work is more restrained, her characters more illuminating, and the novel
as awhole abit superior.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Geneva Richardson:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recoghize everything you want by areserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The History of Love will make you to become smarter.
You can feel alot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open
or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Natalie Renz:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
gpare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can do that
will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular The History of Loveto read.

VirginiaLaird:

The ability that you get from The History of Love will be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know
but The History of Love giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveystheir point in specific
way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. Thiskind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
that The History of Love instantly.

Karen Bergeron:

Beside that The History of Lovein your phone, it might give you away to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't
become worry if you fed like an outdated people live in harrow commune. It is good thing to have The
History of Love because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you



would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable

option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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