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"Smith-Acuña illuminates the structural hierarchy, roles, and boundaries that give
a system structure. The relationship between parts and wholes is both simple and
profound, and particularly important in looking at systems structure. These
morsels of wisdom are good examples of Smith-Acuña's grace as a systems
theory tour guide: one moment she's digging deeper into the nuances among the
theories, the next moment she's simplifying without dumbing down, but in a
manner that is enormously liberating. We enjoy the fun, full, and informed
journey with her." —Frank S. Pittman III, MD

A practical presentation of systems theory as

a fundamental model for clinical practice

Valuable for seasoned mental health professionals as well as those in training,
Systems Theory in Action presents systems theory—the unifying principles
surrounding the organization and functioning of systems—as it applies to
individual, couples, and family therapy.

This innovative book explores systems theory as an effective model for general
mental health practice. It examines the role systems theory can play, specifically
in understanding clients' presenting problems in context, within the various
systems and subsystems in which the problems are embedded.

Filled with realistic clinical stories illustrating relevant concepts that tie theory to
technique, Systems Theory in Action takes an in-depth look at:

Systems theory as a solid guide through the dynamic process of psychotherapy●

The multilayered value of observing human interactions through a systems●

view
Systemic thinking, its core components, and how it serves to reveal a "big●

picture" view of clients and their presenting problems

Systems Theory in Action is a unique contribution to the field, translating the
technical terminology of general systems thinking into common, everyday
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Editorial Review

Review
Smith-Acun?a illuminates the structural hierarchy, roles and boundaries that give a system structure. The
relationship between parts and wholes is both simple and profound, and particularly important in looking at
systems structure. These morsels of wisdom are good examples of Smith-Acun?a’s grace as a systems theory
tour guide: one moment she’s digging deeper into the nuances among the theories, the next moment she’s
simplifying without dumbing down, but in a manner which is enormously liberating. We enjoy the fun, full
and informed journey with her.

Frank S. Pittman, III, MD
Author of Turning Points, Private Lies, Man Enough, and Grow Up!

About the Author

Shelly Smith-Acuña, PhD, is the Director of the Doctoral Program in the Graduate School of Professional
Psychology at the University of Denver. She teaches systems theory, family therapy, and couples therapy. In
addition, she maintains a successful private practice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Here thing why this particular Systems Theory in Action: Applications to Individual, Couple, and Family
Therapy are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Systems Theory in Action:
Applications to Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Systems Theory in Action:
Applications to Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Systems Theory
in Action: Applications to Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy in e-book can be your alternate.

James Ellis:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge



about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Systems Theory in Action: Applications to Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy.

Mark Gibson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Systems Theory in Action:
Applications to Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Systems Theory in Action: Applications
to Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy become your starter.

Maria Mariani:

You may get this Systems Theory in Action: Applications to Individual, Couple, and Family Therapy by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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