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Plato's frontal attack on poetry has always been a problem for sympathetic
students, who have often minimized or avoided it. Beginning with the premise
that the attack must be taken seriously, Mr. Havelock shows that Plato's hostility
is explained by the continued domination of the poetic tradition in contemporary
Greek thought.

The reason for the dominance of this tradition was technological. In a nonliterate
culture, stored experience necessary to cultural stability had to be preserved as
poetry in order to be memorized. Plato attacks poets, particularly Homer, as the
sole source of Greek moral and technical instruction--Mr. Havelock shows how
the Illiad acted as an oral encyclopedia. Under the label of mimesis, Plato
condemns the poetic process of emotional identification and the necessity of
presenting content as a series of specific images in a continued narrative.

The second part of the book discusses the Platonic Forms as an aspect of an
increasingly rational culture. Literate Greece demanded, instead of poetic
discourse, a vocabulary and a sentence structure both abstract and explicit in
which experience could be described normatively and analytically: in short a
language of ethics and science.
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Plato's frontal attack on poetry has always been a problem for sympathetic students, who have often
minimized or avoided it. Beginning with the premise that the attack must be taken seriously, Mr. Havelock
shows that Plato's hostility is explained by the continued domination of the poetic tradition in contemporary
Greek thought.

The reason for the dominance of this tradition was technological. In a nonliterate culture, stored experience
necessary to cultural stability had to be preserved as poetry in order to be memorized. Plato attacks poets,
particularly Homer, as the sole source of Greek moral and technical instruction--Mr. Havelock shows how
the Illiad acted as an oral encyclopedia. Under the label of mimesis, Plato condemns the poetic process of
emotional identification and the necessity of presenting content as a series of specific images in a continued
narrative.

The second part of the book discusses the Platonic Forms as an aspect of an increasingly rational culture.
Literate Greece demanded, instead of poetic discourse, a vocabulary and a sentence structure both abstract
and explicit in which experience could be described normatively and analytically: in short a language of
ethics and science.
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Editorial Review

Review
The frontiers of several fields of research meet in this rich and germinal study. Professor Havelock is
concerned with Greek epic poetry and Plato's attack on it, with the whole of the Greek paideia as it existed
before and after Plato, with the technological problems of communication, and, finally, with the emergence
of Plato's doctrine of "forms," in its total cultural setting...In brief, Havelock's point is that Plato's attack on
poetry is integral to his philosophy as such if we see poetry as what it really was in his day...Havelock's
thesis is a sweeping one, and, on the whole, utterly convincing, tying in with the findings of an increasing
number of recent psychological, historical, philosophical, and cultural studies. (Walter J. Ong)

A book bursting with new ideas, all of them exciting. It
may well turn out to be a landmark in the study of Greek
thought and literature. (B. M. W. Knox)

This book makes a major contribution...will offer the
reader many hours of stimulating thought and a powerful
challenge to reexamine some basic assumptions about the
early Greek mind. (The Classical Bulletin)

Review
The frontiers of several fields of research meet in this rich and germinal study. Professor Havelock is
concerned with Greek epic poetry and Plato's attack on it, with the whole of the Greek paideia as it existed
before and after Plato, with the technological problems of communication, and, finally, with the emergence
of Plato's doctrine of "forms," in its total cultural setting...In brief, Havelock's point is that Plato's attack on
poetry is integral to his philosophy as such if we see poetry as what it really was in his day...Havelock's
thesis is a sweeping one, and, on the whole, utterly convincing, tying in with the findings of an increasing
number of recent psychological, historical, philosophical, and cultural studies. (Walter J. Ong)
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Silva:

Here thing why this Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Preface to
Plato (History of the Greek Mind). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) in e-book can be your option.



Michael Thompson:

This book untitled Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Lois Schooley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Piedad Trainor:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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