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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A religious scholar and lifelong student of mythology, Bierlein (The Book of Ages) has done an outstanding
job both in tracing the parallel themes of world mythology and then gathering a wealth of information vital
to understanding thir importance. He recaps not only the well-recognized Greek and Roman gods but also the
lesser-known Norse, Indian, Chinese, Native American and Oceanic gods, detailing fascinating similarities
among pantheons. Bierlein weaves spell-binding tales through his examination of creation myths, flood
myths, tales of love, morality myths and myths of heroes and the underworld. He devotes an entire chapter to
four stories, two of which tell almost identical tales of two brothers-one myth is from the Native American
Blackfoot nation, the other from ancient Egyptians. After providing examples, Bierlein ends with a look at
how to interpret parallel myths and modern questions of faith and the legitimacy of the supernatural. This
enlightening work will beckon not only the newcomer to mythology, but also the reader well versed in
Joseph Campbell.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In many ways a worthy successor to Joseph Campbell, Bierlein (The Book of Ages, Ballantine, 1992)
introduces and compares myths from many cultures and suggests how we may interpret them to make sense
in our world today. Various creation accounts, flood myths, mythological love stories, morality myths,
legends of the underworld, and visions of the apocalypse are all sensitively retold in this landmark
introduction to mythology. A religious scholar at American University, Bierlein convincingly
demythologizes the myths themselves by reminding the reader of their true meaning, both sacred and secular,
throughout history. Recommended especially for undergraduates and for informed lay readers in public
libraries.
Gary P. Gillum, Brigham Young Univ., Provo, Ut.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
An entertaining and thought-provoking look at the common threads woven through the world's greatest
myths -- and the central role they have played through time.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Parallel Myths. All type of book is it
possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.



Jane Nelsen:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Parallel Myths, you could enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Gary Copeland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Parallel Myths publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation Parallel Myths as good book not just by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Leroy Barker:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Parallel Myths can be the solution, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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