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A Norton Anthology that illuminates how literature can help build ethically
responsible leaders.

What is the connection between literature and leadership? Are leaders born or are
they made? Elizabeth D. Samet, the author of the award-winning Soldier’s Heart
and a professor of English at West Point, brings to this anthology her profound
experiences as ateacher of soldiers, her discerning ear for excellent writing, and
her belief in the vital role of the humanitiesin cultivating leaders. Great writers
and thinkers in conversation?that is what makes Samet’ s approach distinctive.
Samet organi zes the writings around the essence of |eadership?he insights, skills,
and actions that effective leaders, with time and experience, learn to live by.
What are these insights, skills, and actions? Newcomers to any organization must
first study the system, then find and emulate models, risk change, cultivate trust,
negotiate, take responsibility, learn from failure, learn to resist, innovate,
discipline desire, and eventually let go. These ideas, brought to life in selections
written by or about unforgettabl e leaders?be they heroic, quixotic, or
villainous?shape the book. Machiavelli, Macbeth, and Milosz, Ghandi and
Gawande, Douglass and Didion are just a sampling of the 102 writers and works
included. Readers of Leadership will enjoy its sheer variety at the same time that
they enter a thought-provoking, often moving conversation that is both ancient
and crucially current.
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A Norton Anthology that illuminates how literature can help build ethically responsible leaders.

What is the connection between literature and leadership? Are leaders born or are they made? Elizabeth D.
Samet, the author of the award-winning Soldier’ s Heart and a professor of English at West Point, brings to
this anthology her profound experiences as ateacher of soldiers, her discerning ear for excellent writing, and
her belief in the vital role of the humanities in cultivating leaders. Great writers and thinkersin
conversation?that is what makes Samet’ s approach distinctive. Samet organizes the writings around the
essence of leadership?he insights, skills, and actions that effective leaders, with time and experience, learn
to live by. What are these insights, skills, and actions? Newcomers to any organization must first study the
system, then find and emulate models, risk change, cultivate trust, negotiate, take responsibility, learn from
failure, learn to resist, innovate, discipline desire, and eventually let go. These ideas, brought to lifein
selections written by or about unforgettable |leaders?be they heroic, quixotic, or villainous?shape the book.
Machiavelli, Macbeth, and Milosz, Ghandi and Gawande, Douglass and Didion are just a sampling of the
102 writers and works included. Readers of Leadership will enjoy its sheer variety at the same time that they
enter athought-provoking, often moving conversation that is both ancient and crucialy current.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In the overstocked shelves of volumes devoted to |eadership development, Leader ship stands out. This
thought-provoking anthology, designed by a practitioner of the art of developing young men and women into
capable leaders, isn't about how to lead but how to think.” (General Gordon R. Sullivan (Ret.), U.S. Army,
president and CEO, Association of the United States Army)

“A broad and deep perspective for innovatorsin any field.” (Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison)

“Leadership is an extraordinary anthology: imaginative, provocative, and deeply engaging.” (Joe Badaracco,
Harvard Business School)

“To betruly visionary in the twenty-first century, leaders need to learn from those who have paved their
path. Thiswonderful anthology is an excellent way to garner sage advice and provoke conversations.”
(Kathryn Kolbert, director, Athena Center for Leadership Studies, Barnard College)

“Elizabeth Samet links the ‘Big Ideas’ of the world’ s great thinkers to essentials of leadership in avariety of
contexts. Great leaders inspire others to action, and Professor Samet has provided inspirational intellectual
leadership through this excellent anthology.” (George B. Forsythe, president, Westminster College)

About the Author

Elizabeth D. Samet received her BA from Harvard and her PhD in English literature from Yale. Sheisthe
author of No Man's Land: Preparing for War and Peace in Post-9/11 America (Macmillan); and Soldier's
Heart: Reading Literature Through Peace and War at West Point (FSG & Picador), which won the Los
Angeles Times Book Prize for Current Interest and was named one of The New Y ork Time's 100 Notable
Books of 2007; and Willing Obedience: Citizens, Soldiers, and the Progress of Consent in America,
1776-1898 (Stanford UP). Her essays and reviews have been published in various venues, including The
New York Times Magazine, The New Y ork Times Book Review, and The New Republic. Sametisa
professor of English at West Point. She speaks often to both civilian and military audiences on the role of
literature in shaping future military officers, and she was a member of the Army Chief of Staff's 2011-2012
Task Force on Leader Development. She has appeared on the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, NPR, and the
BBC World Service.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nancy Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Leadership: Essential Writings by Our Greatest Thinkers



(Norton Anthology).

Christine Hughes:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual ?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Leadership: Essential Writings by Our
Greatest Thinkers (Norton Anthology) to read.

Joyce Martinez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take L eadership: Essential Writings by Our Greatest
Thinkers (Norton Anthology) as the daily resource information.

Nancy Byrom:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people lovesto go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Leadership: Essential Writings by Our Greatest Thinkers (Norton Anthology)
offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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