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Douglas Hofstadter's book is concerned directly with the nature of “maps” or
links between formal systems. However, according to Hofstadter, the formal
system that underlies all mental activity transcends the system that supports it. If
life can grow out of the formal chemical substrate of the cell, if consciousness
can emerge out of a formal system of firing neurons, then so too will computers
attain human intelligence. Gödel Escher and Bach is a wonderful exploration of
fascinating ideas at the heart of cognitive science: meaning, reduction, recursion,
and much more.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Everything is a symbol, and symbols can combine to form patterns. Patterns are beautiful and revelatory of
larger truths. These are the central ideas in the thinking of Kurt Gödel, M.C. Escher, and Johann Sebastian
Bach, perhaps the three greatest minds of the past quarter-millennium. In a stunning work of humanism,
Hofstadter ties together the work of mathematician Gödel, graphic artist Escher, and composer Bach.

Gödel, Escher, Bach, a Pulitzer prize-winning treatise on genius, explores the workings of brilliant people's
brains with the help of historical examples and brainteaser puzzles. Not for the dim or the lazy, this book
shows you, more clearly than most any other, what it means to see symbols and patterns where others see
only the universe. Touching on math, computers, literature, music, and artificial intelligence, Gödel, Escher,
Bach is a challenging and potentially life-changing piece of writing.

From the Inside Flap
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, this book applies Godel's seminal contribution to modern mathematics to the
study of the human mind and the development of artificial intelligence.

About the Author
Douglas Hofstadter is professor of computer science and cognitive science at Indiana University. GODEL,
ESCHER, BACH won the 1980 Pulitzer Prize for General Non-Fiction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

The book Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal
Golden Braid to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up
and read a publication Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jennifer McMorris:

The particular book Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden
Braid is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.



Marvis Byrnes:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Gödel, Escher, Bach: An
Eternal Golden Braid which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Katherine Clark:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid can make you feel more interested to read.
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