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In this timely study of the different approaches of America and Europe to the
problems of domestic inequality and poverty, the authors describe just how
different the two continents are in the level of State engagement in the
redistribution of income. They discuss various possible economic explanations
for the difference, including different levels of pre-tax income, openness, and
social mobility; they survey politico-historical differences such as the varying
physical size of nations, their electoral and legal systems, and the character of
their political parties, as well as their experiences of war; and they examine
sociological explanations which include different attitudes to the poor and
notions of social responsibility, as well as, most importantly, attitudes to race.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Mr. Alesina and Mr. Glaeser, both Harvard economists, are doing what the best in their profession do well
these days: seeking to explain society not merely with conventional economic tools but with analysis of
institutions, geography and social behaviour."--The Economist

"An important contribution to this enduring debate"--Region Focus

"This probing of the forces behind 'American exceptionalism', as measured by a much smaller welfare state
than in Europe, is immensely important. The authors take a multi-discipline approach and consider many
factors, including narrowly economic variables, political institutions, racial and ethnic diversity, the effects
of wars, attitudes toward the poor, and still others. Their findings are sometimes surprising and frequently
provocative. This monograph will quickly become the foundation of further literature on a subject of
enormous significance."--Gary S. Becker, Nobel Prize Laureate

"In what ways, and why, are the United States and Europe so far apart in social policy? Alesina and Glaeser
give us as definitive an answer to this fundamental question as we shall ever see."-George A. Akerlof, Nobel
Prize Laureate

About the Author
Alberto Alesina is Nathaniel Ropes Professor of Political Economy and currently Chairman of the
Department of Economics at Harvard University, and has been Visiting Professor at IGIER-Bocconi and
MIT. He is a Research Associate for the National Bureau of Economic Research and for the Centre for
Economic Policy Research. He is Co-editor of the Quarterly Journal of Economics, and in addition to his
many books and papers he has published columns in the Financial Times, the Wall Street Journal Europe, Le
Monde, Il Sole 24 Ore, La Stampa, Frankfurter Zeitung, and Handelsblatt, and many other newspapers
nationwide. Edward L. Glaeser is a Professor of Economics at Harvard University, where he has taught since
1992. He teaches urban and social economics and microeconomic theory, and has published dozens of papers
on cities, economic growth, and law and economics. He is a Faculty Research Fellow for the National
Bureau of Economic Research, and has also been a consultant for numerous international international
institutions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thomas Whitaker:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important usually. The book Fighting Poverty in the US and
Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture Series) ended up being making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The guide Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti
Lecture Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
using the book Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti
Lecture Series). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Teresa Sullivan:

This Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture
Series) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Fighting Poverty in the
US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture Series) without we know teach
the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Fighting
Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture Series) can bring
whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The
Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture Series) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Anthony Lucas:

Here thing why this Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De
Benedetti Lecture Series) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Fighting Poverty in the
US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture Series) giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with
Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture Series).
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo De Benedetti Lecture
Series) in e-book can be your substitute.

Wanda Davis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to



fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled Fighting Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference (The Rodolfo
De Benedetti Lecture Series) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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