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Twenty years ago I made Book from the Sky, a book of illegible Chinese
characters that no one could read. Now I have created Book from the Ground, a
book that anyone can read. -- Xu Bing

Following his classic work  Book from the Sky, the Chinese artist Xu Bing
presents a new graphic novel -- one composed entirely of symbols and icons that
are universally understood. Xu Bing spent seven years gathering materials,
experimenting, revising, and arranging thousands of pictograms to construct the
narrative of Book from the Ground. The result is a readable story without words,
an account of twenty-four hours in the life of "Mr. Black," a typical urban white-
collar worker. Our protagonist's day begins with wake-up calls from a nearby
bird and his bedside alarm clock; it continues through tooth-brushing, coffee-
making, TV-watching, and cat-feeding. He commutes to his job on the subway,
works in his office, ponders various fast-food options for lunch, waits in line for
the bathroom, daydreams, sends flowers, socializes after work, goes home, kills a
mosquito, goes to bed, sleeps, and gets up the next morning to do it all over
again. His day is recounted with meticulous and intimate detail, and reads like a
postmodern, post-textual riff on James Joyce's account of Bloom's peregrinations
in Ulysses. But Xu Bing's narrative, using an exclusively visual language, could
be published anywhere, without translation or explication; anyone with
experience in contemporary life--anyone who has internalized the icons and
logos of modernity, from smiley faces to transit maps to menus -- can understand
it.
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Twenty years ago I made Book from the Sky, a book of illegible Chinese characters that no one could read.
Now I have created Book from the Ground, a book that anyone can read. -- Xu Bing

Following his classic work  Book from the Sky, the Chinese artist Xu Bing presents a new graphic novel --
one composed entirely of symbols and icons that are universally understood. Xu Bing spent seven years
gathering materials, experimenting, revising, and arranging thousands of pictograms to construct the
narrative of Book from the Ground. The result is a readable story without words, an account of twenty-four
hours in the life of "Mr. Black," a typical urban white-collar worker. Our protagonist's day begins with
wake-up calls from a nearby bird and his bedside alarm clock; it continues through tooth-brushing, coffee-
making, TV-watching, and cat-feeding. He commutes to his job on the subway, works in his office, ponders
various fast-food options for lunch, waits in line for the bathroom, daydreams, sends flowers, socializes after
work, goes home, kills a mosquito, goes to bed, sleeps, and gets up the next morning to do it all over again.
His day is recounted with meticulous and intimate detail, and reads like a postmodern, post-textual riff on
James Joyce's account of Bloom's peregrinations in Ulysses. But Xu Bing's narrative, using an exclusively
visual language, could be published anywhere, without translation or explication; anyone with experience in
contemporary life--anyone who has internalized the icons and logos of modernity, from smiley faces to
transit maps to menus -- can understand it.
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Editorial Review

Review

While this book might turn off readers looking to escape into a more conventional narrative, anyone
interested in experimental fiction, modern art, or a little bit of challenge will be delighted.

(Library Journal)

About the Author

Xu Bing is an internationally acclaimed artist whose work has been shown and collected by museums and
galleries including the National Art Museum of China; the British Museum; the Museum of Contemporary
Art, Los Angeles; the Museum of Modern Art; the Metropolitan Museum of Art; and the Arthur M. Sackler
Gallery at the Smithsonian Museum. He is a recipient of a MacArthur "genius" grant and is currently serving
as Vice President of the Central Academy of Art, Beijing. Based in Beijing, he maintains a studio in
Brooklyn.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Book from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press)
had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication Book from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press) is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Book from
the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Michael Herndon:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Book
from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The Book from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?



Sandra Bryson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Book from the Ground:
from point to point (MIT Press) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Donald Corbett:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Book from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press) when you needed it?
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