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Arthur Asa Berger, author of an array of texts in communication, popular culture,
and social theory, is back with the second edition of his popular, user-friendly
guide for students who want to understand the social meanings of objects. In this
broadly interdisciplinary text, Berger takes the reader through half a dozen
theoretical models that are commonly used to analyze objects. He then describes
and analyzes eleven objects, many of them new to this edition?including
smartphones, Facebook, hair dye, and the American flag?showing how they
demonstrate concepts like globalization, identity, and nationalism. The book
includes a series of exercises that allow students to analyse objects in their own
environment. Brief and inexpensive, this introductory guide will be used in
courses ranging from anthropology to art history, pop culture to psychology.
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Arthur Asa Berger, author of an array of texts in communication, popular culture, and social theory, is back
with the second edition of his popular, user-friendly guide for students who want to understand the social
meanings of objects. In this broadly interdisciplinary text, Berger takes the reader through half a dozen
theoretical models that are commonly used to analyze objects. He then describes and analyzes eleven objects,
many of them new to this edition?including smartphones, Facebook, hair dye, and the American
flag?showing how they demonstrate concepts like globalization, identity, and nationalism. The book includes
a series of exercises that allow students to analyse objects in their own environment. Brief and inexpensive,
this introductory guide will be used in courses ranging from anthropology to art history, pop culture to
psychology.
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Editorial Review

Review

Comments on the first edition:

"Berger’s book takes a complex and nuanced topic—the study of material culture—and pares it down to a
manageable first approach.... Overall, the book presents a basic survey of several important theories and
scholars that students should become familiar with when beginning to study material culture, and
demonstrates a useful structure for a course syllabus."

—Journal of Folklore Research

About the Author

Arthur Asa Berger is professor emeritus of Broadcast and Electronic Communication Arts at San Francisco
State University, where he taught between 1965 and 2003. He has been a visiting professor in Italy,
Germany, Hong Kong, and China and has lectured in more than a dozen countries. Berger is author of over
one hundred articles and has authored or edited more than seventy five books on media, popular culture,
social theory, humor, and tourism. His books have been translated into nine languages. Among his recent
books are Seeing is Believing: An Introduction to Visual Communication; Understanding American Icons;
Theorizing Tourism; Media and Communication Research Methods; Ads, Fads and Consumer Culture; and
Shop ‘Til You Drop. He was elected to the University of Iowa School of Journalism and Mass
Communication’s “Hall of Fame” in 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Miller:

The book What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to Material Culture will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book What Objects Mean, Second
Edition: An Introduction to Material Culture is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Frank Johnson:

The book What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to Material Culture has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.



Bernice Martinez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction
to Material Culture can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have What
Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to Material Culture.

William Copeland:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An
Introduction to Material Culture as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to
Material Culture to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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