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The first premise of this book is that farmers need access to options for
improving their situation. In agricultural terms, these options might be manage
ment alternatives or different cropsto grow, that can stabilize or increase
household income, that reduce soil degradation and dependence on off-farm
inputs, or that exploit local market opportunities. Farmers need afacilitating
environment, in which affordable credit is available if needed, in which policies
are conducive to judicious management of natural resources, and in which costs
and prices of production are stable. Another key ingredient of this facilitating
environment is information: an understanding of which options are viable, how
these operate at the farm level, and what their impact may be on the things that
farmers perceive as being important. The second premise isthat systems analysis
and simulation have an impor tant role to play in fostering this understanding of
options, traditional field experimentation being time-consuming and costly. This
book summarizes the activities of the International Benchmark Sites Network for
Agrotechnology Transfer (IBSNAT) project, an internationa initiative funded by
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). IBSNAT was
an attempt to demonstrate the effectiveness of understanding options through
systems analysis and simulation for the ultimate benefit of farm householdsin the
tropics and subtropics. The ideafor the book was first suggested at one of the last
IBSNAT group meetings held at the University of Hawaii in 1993.
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Thefirst premise of this book is that farmers need access to options for improving their situation. In
agricultural terms, these options might be manage ment alternatives or different crops to grow, that can
stabilize or increase household income, that reduce soil degradation and dependence on off-farm inputs, or
that exploit local market opportunities. Farmers need a facilitating environment, in which affordable credit is
available if needed, in which policies are conducive to judicious management of natural resources, and in
which costs and prices of production are stable. Another key ingredient of this facilitating environment is
information: an understanding of which options are viable, how these operate at the farm level, and what
their impact may be on the things that farmers perceive as being important. The second premise is that
systems analysis and simulation have an impor tant role to play in fostering this understanding of options,
traditional field experimentation being time-consuming and costly. This book summarizes the activities of
the International Benchmark Sites Network for Agrotechnology Transfer (IBSNAT) project, an international
initiative funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). IBSNAT was an
attempt to demonstrate the effectiveness of understanding options through systems analysis and simulation
for the ultimate benefit of farm households in the tropics and subtropics. The idea for the book was first
suggested at one of the last IBSNAT group meetings held at the University of Hawaii in 1993.
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Peter Cox:

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Understanding Options for Agricultural
Production (System Approaches for Sustainable Agricultural Development) will make you to always be
smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or
reading any book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Marcus Casale:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Understanding Options for
Agricultural Production (System Approaches for Sustainable Agricultural Development) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Bruce Healy:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Understanding Options for
Agricultural Production (System Approaches for Sustainable Agricultural Development) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice al over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to possibly be success person. So, for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to
pick Understanding Options for Agricultural Production (System Approaches for Sustainable Agricultural
Development) become your starter.

Sunday Richey:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than



other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust smple solution to have that. What you need to do
isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many books
in thetop list in your reading list will be Understanding Options for Agricultural Production (System
Approaches for Sustainable Agricultural Development). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry

Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.
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