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The conflict in Iraq is characterized by three faces of war: interstate conflict, civil
war, and insurgency. The Coalition’s invasion of Iraq in March 2003 began as an
interstate war. No sooner had Saddam Hussein been successfully deposed,
however, than U.S.-led forces faced a lethal insurgency. After Sunni al Qaeda in
Iraq bombed the Shia al-Askari Shrine in 2006, the burgeoning conflict took on
the additional element of civil war with sectarian violence between the Sunni and
the Shia.

The most effective strategies in a war as complicated as the three-level conflict in
Iraq are intertwined and complementary, according to the editors of this volume.
For example, the “surge” in U.S. troops in 2007 went beyond an increase in
manpower; the mission had changed, giving priority to public security. This new
direction also simultaneously addressed the insurgency as well as the civil war by
forging new, trusting relationships between Americans and Iraqis and between
Sunni and Shia. This book has broad implications for future decisions about war
and peace in the twenty-first century.
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The conflict in Iraq is characterized by three faces of war: interstate conflict, civil war, and insurgency. The
Coalition’s invasion of Iraq in March 2003 began as an interstate war. No sooner had Saddam Hussein been
successfully deposed, however, than U.S.-led forces faced a lethal insurgency. After Sunni al Qaeda in Iraq
bombed the Shia al-Askari Shrine in 2006, the burgeoning conflict took on the additional element of civil
war with sectarian violence between the Sunni and the Shia.

The most effective strategies in a war as complicated as the three-level conflict in Iraq are intertwined and
complementary, according to the editors of this volume. For example, the “surge” in U.S. troops in 2007
went beyond an increase in manpower; the mission had changed, giving priority to public security. This new
direction also simultaneously addressed the insurgency as well as the civil war by forging new, trusting
relationships between Americans and Iraqis and between Sunni and Shia. This book has broad implications
for future decisions about war and peace in the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Throughout history, withdrawals from the battlefield have proved complex and fraught with danger. Time
and again, nations have ensured future warfare by misunderstanding conflicts just ended. As the American
drawdown in Iraq proceeds, Gregg, Rothstein, and Arquilla put us on the path toward wisdom—and what
may pass for peace—by properly defining the dynamics of the Iraq War.”—Robert Andrews, former special
assistant to secretary of the Army, former assistant secretary of defense for special operations and low-
intensity conflict, & former Special Forces officer in Vietnam
(Robert Andrews 2010-05-17)

“The Three Circles of War is a much-needed assessment of the evolving character of the Iraq War. The
editors have assembled a first-rate team of contributors who illuminate the complex nature of the war. In so
doing, they highlight the challenges inherent in understanding contemporary conflicts.”—Thomas Mahnken,
professor of strategy, U.S. Naval War College and former deputy assistant secretary of defense for policy
planning
(Thomas Mahnken 2010-05-17)

“The Three Circles of War offers not only a thoughtful analysis on a wide range of critical issues that
affected the war in Iraq, but issues that will continue to affect the wars we fight in Afghanistan and beyond.
In short, this important volume should be read by anyone who wants to understand the complexities of
modern-day armed conflicts, and particularly by those in the U.S. national security system with
responsibility for meeting these irregular warfare challenges.”—Richard Schultz, professor of international
politics, Fletcher School of International Law and Diplomacy & coauthor of Insurgents, Terrorists, and
Militias: The Warriors of Contemporary Combat
(Richard Schultz 2010-05-17)

About the Author
Heather S. Gregg is an assistant professor at the Naval Postgraduate School’s department of defense analysis.
Dr. Gregg is a contributing author of the RAND reports Beyond Al Qaeda (2006) and After Saddam: Prewar
Planning and the Occupation of Iraq (2008).

Hy S. Rothstein is a senior lecturer of defense analysis at the Naval Postgraduate School. He served in the
U.S. Army as a Special Forces officer for more than twenty-six years. He is the author of Afghanistan and
the Troubled Future of Unconventional Warfare (Naval Institute Press, 2006).

John Arquilla is a professor of defense analysis at the Naval Postgraduate School. He is the author of
Networks and Netwars: The Future of Terror, Crime, and Militancy, with David Ronfeldt (RAND, 2002),
and Worst Enemy: The Reluctant Transformation of the American Military (National Book Network, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



David Pimentel:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Three Circles of War: Understanding
the Dynamics of Conflict in Iraq seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Three Circles of War:
Understanding the Dynamics of Conflict in Iraq is not only giving you much more new information but also
for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book The Three Circles of War: Understanding the Dynamics
of Conflict in Iraq. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Gale Kizer:

The reserve untitled The Three Circles of War: Understanding the Dynamics of Conflict in Iraq is the book
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Three Circles of War: Understanding the
Dynamics of Conflict in Iraq from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

James Dungan:

Beside that The Three Circles of War: Understanding the Dynamics of Conflict in Iraq in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Three Circles of War: Understanding the Dynamics of
Conflict in Iraq because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Jack Nguyen:

You can find this The Three Circles of War: Understanding the Dynamics of Conflict in Iraq by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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