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JRR Tolkien’s inspiration for his best-selling books, The Lord of the Rings, has
always been a mystery. Tolkien himself stated that his ideas came to him as
though they already existed, but he couldn’t name their source. For generations
countless researchers and biographers have sought to identify Tolkien’s
inspiration without success. Now, at last, the answer is at hand. Abyssinia.
Abyssinia (modern day Ethiopia) was an ancient Christian Empire that was one
of the world’s four greatest powers after the time of Christ, but it became isolated
by the rise of Islam. Besieged in its highland fortress, it became a land untouched
by the passage of time. It survived as the only part of Africa that was not
colonized by European powers, and became internationally prominent in the
years immediately prior to Tolkien’s writing because of the Italian war in 1935.
Home to a 3,000 year old dynasty of kings and the horse-riding prowess of the
Oromo tribe, Abyssinia’s history is rich and varied. The legends of its greatest
saints are unique, and around its borders it faced powerful enemies. The Real
Middle-earth: Discovering the Origin of The Lord of the Rings reveals
fascinating insights into Tolkien and the ancient realm of Abyssinia, and makes
connections between them that will leave you astounded. ‘I enjoyed this book
very much because it endeavours to understand the thoughts of the author JRR
Tolkien, the writer of the greatest fictional series ever written, The Lord of the
Rings and the much loved The Hobbit. … A great book … If you have ever
wondered what JRR Tolkien was like and what he was thinking of when he wrote
The Lord of the Rings, this book may help.’ —John Morrow’s ‘Pick of the
Week’ ‘This study on the origin of the most popular book in the world – The
Lord of the Rings by JRR Tolkien – by unabashed Tolkien fan Michael Muhling
is fascinating and detailed reading. This book is an absolute must for Tolkien
fans! You will fall into these pages as we do into Tolkien’s world.’ —Wendy
O’Hanlon, Acres Australia
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donn Chavez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Real Middle-Earth:
Discovering the Origin of 'The Lord of the Rings'? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ollie Nadeau:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Real Middle-
Earth: Discovering the Origin of 'The Lord of the Rings' to read.

Robin Harvey:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Real Middle-Earth: Discovering the Origin of 'The Lord of the Rings' this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Mary Adams:

You can find this The Real Middle-Earth: Discovering the Origin of 'The Lord of the Rings' by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your



knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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