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Erik H. Erikson is recognized as one of the world’s leading figures in the
field of psychoanalysis and human development. His ideas about the stages
of development, the sources of identity, and the interdependence of
individual growth and historical change revolutionized our understanding of
the nature and course of psychological growth.

Erikson, whose work first described the now familiar concepts of "identity crisis"
and "life cycle," provided an unprecedented framework for considering the
individual psyche within society and culture. Unveiling a dynamic process of
psychological development, he emphasized the tendency toward growth and the
integration of multiple influences?the biological, social, psychological, cultural,
and historical.

With writings from Erikson’s entire career, including major work from
Childhood and Society, Insight and Responsibility, Young Man Luther, and
Gandhi’s Truth, this invaluable reader charts the influence of Erikson’s thinking
in the areas of child psychology, development through the lifespan, leadership,
and moral growth.
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Editorial Review

From Kirkus Reviews
A welcome collection of excerpts and essays from the work of the celebrated psychoanalyst (A Way of
Looking at Things, 1987, etc.) who died in 1994. Coles, the eminent colleague and biographer of Erikson
(Identity's Architect: A Biography of Erik H. Erikson, p. 506), divides this volume into five sections: Coless
Introduction; On Children, Nearby and Far Away; On Psychoanalysis and Human Development; On
Leaders; and On Moral Matters. The most extensive selections are from the now-classic Childhood and
Society and Young Man Luther. For those who have never read Eriksonor have not read him in a while (his
last book appeared a dozen years ago)the compilation vividly illustrates the vast scope of his thought,
explains the elements of his theories of development, and displays the language of an author whose best
writing was often as lyrical as it was instructive. Commenting on his own profession, for example, Erikson
writes: ``A man, I will submit, could begin to study man's inner world only by appointing his own neurosis
that angel with whom he must wrestle and whom he must not let go until his blessing, too, has been given.''
Erikson writes about a dazzling array of subjectsfrom the Lakota Sioux to Tom Sawyer (whose behavior at
the fence-whitewashing Erikson playfully explores) to Martin Luther, Gandhi, and Jesus. He studies the
small as well as the great, as in his account of a Yurok ``doctor,'' an aged woman of the tribe, who sucks
from the navel of a disturbed child the pain that afflicts him. Eriksons achievement, as presented by Coles,
readily justifies such occasional excesses as his occasional descent into psychobabble: ``A man should act in
such a way that he actualizes both in himself and in the other such forces as are ready for a heightened
mutuality. Edited with intelligence and visiona volume that confirms Erikson's honored place in the pantheon
of psychological theorists. -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
This volume, ably assembled and introduced by Robert Coles, presents the Essential Erikson. -- Howard
Gardner

About the Author
A winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, Erik H. Erikson was renowned worldwide as
teacher, clinician, and theorist in the field of psychoanalysis and human development.

Robert Coles is a child psychiatrist and writer who has spent his life doing documentary work. He lives in
Concord, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlie Smith:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they take
because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a book? Sometime,
particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this The Erik Erikson Reader.



Kent Ibarra:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Erik Erikson Reader book as beginner
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Brenda Nunez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Erik Erikson Reader as your daily resource
information.

Sallie Farris:

Typically the book The Erik Erikson Reader has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this
book.
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