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Amateur hour has arrived, and the audience is running the show

In a hard-hitting and provocative polemic, Silicon Valley insider and pundit
Andrew Keen exposes the grave consequences of today’s new participatory Web
2.0 and reveals how it threatens our values, economy, and ultimately the very
innovation and creativity that forms the fabric of American achievement.

Our most valued cultural institutions, Keen warns—our professional newspapers,
magazines, music, and movies—are being overtaken by an avalanche of amateur,
user-generated free content. Advertising revenue is being siphoned off by free
classified ads on sites like Craigslist; television networks are under attack from
free user-generated programming on YouTube and the like; file-sharing and
digital piracy have devastated the multibillion-dollar music business and threaten
to undermine our movie industry. Worse, Keen claims, our “cut-and-paste”
online culture—in which intellectual property is freely swapped, downloaded,
remashed, and aggregated—threatens over 200 years of copyright protection and
intellectual property rights, robbing artists, authors, journalists, musicians,
editors, and producers of the fruits of their creative labors.

In today’s self-broadcasting culture, where amateurism is celebrated and anyone
with an opinion, however ill-informed, can publish a blog, post a video on
YouTube, or change an entry on Wikipedia, the distinction between trained
expert and uninformed amateur becomes dangerously blurred. When anonymous
bloggers and videographers, unconstrained by professional standards or editorial
filters, can alter the public debate and manipulate public opinion, truth becomes a
commodity to be bought, sold, packaged, and reinvented.

The very anonymity that the Web 2.0 offers calls into question the reliability of
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the information we receive and creates an environment in which sexual predators
and identity thieves can roam free. While no Luddite—Keen pioneered several
Internet startups himself—he urges us to consider the consequences of blindly
supporting a culture that endorses plagiarism and piracy and that fundamentally
weakens traditional media and creative institutions.

Offering concrete solutions on how we can reign in the free-wheeling,
narcissistic atmosphere that pervades the Web, THE CULT OF THE AMATEUR
is a wake-up call to each and every one of us.
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Amateur hour has arrived, and the audience is running the show

In a hard-hitting and provocative polemic, Silicon Valley insider and pundit Andrew Keen exposes the grave
consequences of today’s new participatory Web 2.0 and reveals how it threatens our values, economy, and
ultimately the very innovation and creativity that forms the fabric of American achievement.

Our most valued cultural institutions, Keen warns—our professional newspapers, magazines, music, and
movies—are being overtaken by an avalanche of amateur, user-generated free content. Advertising revenue
is being siphoned off by free classified ads on sites like Craigslist; television networks are under attack from
free user-generated programming on YouTube and the like; file-sharing and digital piracy have devastated
the multibillion-dollar music business and threaten to undermine our movie industry. Worse, Keen claims,
our “cut-and-paste” online culture—in which intellectual property is freely swapped, downloaded, remashed,
and aggregated—threatens over 200 years of copyright protection and intellectual property rights, robbing
artists, authors, journalists, musicians, editors, and producers of the fruits of their creative labors.

In today’s self-broadcasting culture, where amateurism is celebrated and anyone with an opinion, however
ill-informed, can publish a blog, post a video on YouTube, or change an entry on Wikipedia, the distinction
between trained expert and uninformed amateur becomes dangerously blurred. When anonymous bloggers
and videographers, unconstrained by professional standards or editorial filters, can alter the public debate
and manipulate public opinion, truth becomes a commodity to be bought, sold, packaged, and reinvented.

The very anonymity that the Web 2.0 offers calls into question the reliability of the information we receive
and creates an environment in which sexual predators and identity thieves can roam free. While no
Luddite—Keen pioneered several Internet startups himself—he urges us to consider the consequences of
blindly supporting a culture that endorses plagiarism and piracy and that fundamentally weakens traditional
media and creative institutions.

Offering concrete solutions on how we can reign in the free-wheeling, narcissistic atmosphere that pervades
the Web, THE CULT OF THE AMATEUR is a wake-up call to each and every one of us.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, YouTube, and the rest of
today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values.

Stephan Stephens:

The knowledge that you get from The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, YouTube, and the rest of
today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values is the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, YouTube, and the rest of
today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace,
YouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our
values instantly.

Paula Cofield:

This book untitled The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs, MySpace, YouTube, and the rest of today's user-
generated media are destroying our economy, our culture, and our values to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.



Cynthia Cisneros:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Cult of the Amateur: How blogs,
MySpace, YouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our culture,
and our values can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Cult of the Amateur: How
blogs, MySpace, YouTube, and the rest of today's user-generated media are destroying our economy, our
culture, and our values.
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