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The Absolute Gravedigger, published in 1937, isin many ways the culmination
of Vit?zslav Nezval’ s work as an avant-garde poet, combining the Poetism of his
earlier work and his turn to Surrealism in the 1930s with his political concernsin
the years leading up to World War 11. It is above all a collection of startling
verbal and visual inventiveness. And while a number of salient political issues
emerge from the Surrealist ommatidia, Nezval’s imagination here is completely
free-wheeling and untethered to any specific locale as he displays mastery of a
variety of forms, from long-limbed imaginative free verse narratives to short,
formally rhymed meditations in quatrains, to prose and even visua art (the
volume includes six of his decalcomaniaimages).

Together with his previous two collections, The Absolute Gravedigger forms one
of the most important corpora of interwar Surrealist poetry. Y et here Nezval’s
wild albeit restrained mix of absolute freedom and formal perfection has shifted
its focusto explore the darker imagery of putrefaction and entropy, the line
breaksin the shorter lyric poems dlicing the language into fragments that float in
the mind with open-ended meaning and a multiplicity of readings. Inspired by
Salvador Dali’ s paranoiac-critical method, the poems go in directions that are at
first unimaginable but continue to evolve unexpectedly until they resolve or
dissolve — like electron clouds, they have aform within which a seemingly
chaotic energy reigns. Nezval’ s language, however, is under absolute control,
allowing him to reach into the polychromatic clouds of Surrealist uncertainty to
form shapes we recognize, though never expected to see, to meld images and
concepts into a constantly devel oping and dazzling kaleldoscope.
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The Absolute Gravedigger, published in 1937, isin many ways the culmination of Vit?zslav Nezval’s work
as an avant-garde poet, combining the Poetism of his earlier work and his turn to Surrealism in the 1930s
with his political concerns in the years leading up to World War 11. It is above al a collection of startling
verbal and visua inventiveness. And while a number of salient political issues emerge from the Surrealist
ommatidia, Nezval’' simagination here is completely free-wheeling and untethered to any specific locale as
he displays mastery of avariety of forms, from long-limbed imaginative free verse narratives to short,
formally rhymed meditations in quatrains, to prose and even visual art (the volume includes six of his
decalcomaniaimages).

Together with his previous two collections, The Absolute Gravedigger forms one of the most important
corpora of interwar Surrealist poetry. Y et here Nezval’ swild albeit restrained mix of absolute freedom and
formal perfection has shifted its focus to explore the darker imagery of putrefaction and entropy, the line
breaks in the shorter lyric poems dlicing the language into fragments that float in the mind with open-ended
meaning and a multiplicity of readings. Inspired by Salvador Dali’ s paranoiac-critical method, the poems go
in directions that are at first unimaginable but continue to evolve unexpectedly until they resolve or dissolve
— like electron clouds, they have aform within which a seemingly chaotic energy reigns. Nezva' s language,
however, is under absolute control, allowing him to reach into the polychromatic clouds of Surrealist
uncertainty to form shapes we recognize, though never expected to see, to meld images and conceptsinto a
constantly devel oping and dazzling kal eidoscope.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Absolute Gravedigger represents the moment when the paranoiac-critical method first broke through to
Czech poetry. And Nezval got so carried away by hisinitial excitement that he didn’t hesitate to draw the
curtain over his entire oeuvre up till then, declaring that the first movement of hiswork had ended. Y et The
Absolute Gravedigger turned out to be both the beginning and the ending of the promised second movement.
— Jaromir Typlt

In this, The Absolute Gravedigger is a valuable example of the avant-garde’ s response to the tumult of the
1930s ? but that is far from its only merit. — L.A Review of Books

The Absolute Gravedigger is an appealing little volume, with many striking pieces, with some context and
useful background provided in the Afterword, where the trandators also discuss some of their trandation
choices and approaches (as, unsurprisingly, some of thisis hard to trandated directly). It isalso an
impressively varied collection: while certainly of Nezval's surrealist-period, this manifestsitself in avariety
of ways and approaches — welcome shifts of poetic strangeness from section to section. — Complete Review

About the Author

Vit?zdav Nezval (1900-1958), an original member of the avant-garde artists group Dev?tsil and aleading
figure in the Poetist movement, was perhaps the most prolific Czech writer of the interwar period. His output
consists of anumber of poetry collections, experimental plays and novels, memoirs, essays, and translations.
His best work is from the interwar period. He frequently visited Paris, engaging with the French surrealists.
Forging afriendship with André Breton and Paul Eluard, he was instrumental in founding The Surrealist
Group of Czechoslovakiain 1934.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ramon Hudson:

The book The Absolute Gravedigger gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use
to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Absolute Gravedigger to get
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book The Absolute
Gravedigger. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So,
how do you think about this e-book?

Kristy Douglas:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really



feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Absolute Gravedigger is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Michael Mitchdl:

The actual book The Absolute Gravedigger has alot associated with on it. So when you check out this book
you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Cynthia Cisneros:

This The Absolute Gravedigger is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book revedl it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences included.
So if you areread that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Absolute Gravedigger in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that.
So, thisis good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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