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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 2–5—A colorful introduction to the 50 states. Each spread details a different state and includes an
oversize map and some information. Similar in format to Lynne Cheney's Our 50 States: A Family
Adventure Across America (S. & S., 2006), Balkan's book is more neatly rendered (states are in alphabetical
order). Facts are laid out on the map and in a separate column. This volume offers the usual content, such as
statehood date and order, state flower, and state bird, as well as fun trivia (Pennsylvania is the home of the
first banana split). In addition, Balkan provides interesting historical and geographical tidbits not usually
found elsewhere and spotlights famous people from each state. Especially nice is the way the author features
prominent women and minorities. For instance, the spread on Georgia highlights Yamacraw Indian chief
Tomochichi, author Flannery O'Connor, and singer Little Richard. The illustrations are colorful and
childlike. Though bright and appealing, the portraits lack detail. Other works, such as Mark H.
Brockenhauer's Our Fifty States (National Geographic, 2004), examine the subject in more depth. Still, this
is an above-average title on a popular topic, and state trivia enthusiasts will find it entertaining and useful.
VERDICT The up-to-date material and the demand for offerings on the subject make this work a
recommended purchase for public and school libraries.—Margaret Nunes, Gwinnett County Public Library,
GA

Review

"Author Gabrielle Balkan's research and writing draws readers in with a fun mash-up of history, geography
and pop culture, while Sol Linero's illustrations make every spread a delight - BookPage

"A great read to share with your young one. Bright and colorful, you'll enjoy it as much as they will - Design
Sponge

"For Those Who Pride Themselves on Knowing Their State's Flower/Bird/Motto. A large-format atlas of the
U.S., The 50 States is chock-full of interesting facts, trivia and history - Family Circle

"When I first laid eyes on The 50 States, written and researched by Gabrielle Balkan and illustrated by Sol
Linero, I absolutely had to have it because I think it's easily the most delightful book on the topic that I've
ever seen - Inhabitots

"There are Tlingit nation canoes in Alaska, Walden Pond in Massachusetts, Harpers Ferry in West Virginia
(but also the first pepperoni roll and first red-brick street; not all icons are serious business) - Kirkus
Reviews



"Readers will enjoy browsing this oversized and colorful atlas of the United States....will offer hours of
browsing pleasure - Literacy Daily (International Literacy Association)

"A big, beautiful educational journey across the U.S - Pretty Prudent

"A stylish atlas that evokes the character and diversity of the country, equally suitable for coffee tables or
family vacations - Publishers Weekly

"Open the large formatted book and explore the United States. Each state (and the District of Columbia) is
presented handsome, colorful, and highly informative maps to create a memorable journey - Reading
Rockets

"The engaging, colorful pages, high interest facts, and intriguing material make this a volume that has appeal
for a wide audience - School Library Connection, Highly Recommended

"A colorful introduction to the 50 states....an above-average title on a popular topic, and state trivia
enthusiasts will find it entertaining and useful."  - School Library Journal

"Surprises abound in The 50 States, a splendid reference, coffee-table book and conversation starter for
anyone, anywhere - Shelf Awareness

"When I first laid eyes on The 50 States, written and researched by Gabrielle Balkan and illustrated by Sol
Linero, I absolutely had to have it because I think it's easily the most delightful book on the topic that I've
ever seen." - Inhabitots

"The engaging, colorful pages, high interest facts, and intriguing material make this a volume that has appeal
for a wide audience." - School Library Connection, Highly Recommended

"For Those Who Pride Themselves on Knowing Their State's Flower/Bird/Motto. A large-format atlas of the
U.S., The 50 States is chock-full of interesting facts, trivia and history." - Family Circle



"A great read to share with your young one. Bright and colorful, you'll enjoy it as much as they will!" -
Design Sponge

"A big, beautiful educational journey across the U.S." - Pretty Prudent

About the Author
Author GABRIELLE BALKAN has written over 20 books for children, including the Mr Presidents series
for Scholastic. She lives and works in New York.Illustrator Sol Linero lives and works in Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Her clients include Scholastic, Oprah magazine, Jamie Oliver Magazine and Wired.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

The book untitled The 50 States: Explore the U.S.A. with 50 fact-filled maps! contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you
in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Crystal Freeman:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is The 50 States: Explore the U.S.A. with 50 fact-filled maps! this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Timothy Holeman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The 50 States: Explore the
U.S.A. with 50 fact-filled maps! can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have
The 50 States: Explore the U.S.A. with 50 fact-filled maps!.



Lynda Alford:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The 50 States: Explore the U.S.A. with 50 fact-filled
maps! was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The 50 States: Explore
the U.S.A. with 50 fact-filled maps! has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading this.
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