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On a summer day in 1941 in Nazi-occupied Poland, half of the town of Jedwabne
brutally murdered the other half: 1,600 men, women, and children-all but seven
of the town's Jews. In this shocking and compelling study, historian Jan Gross
pieces together eyewitness accounts as well as physical evidence into a
comprehensive reconstruction of the horrific July day remembered well by locals
but hidden to history. Revealing wider truths about Jewish-Polish relations, the
Holocaust, and human responses to occupation and totalitarianism, Gross's
investigation sheds light on how Jedwabne's Jews came to be murdered-not by
faceless Nazis, but by people who knew them well.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"One day, in July 1941, half of the population of a small east European town murdered the other half--some
1,600 men, women and children." This short sentence summarizes the subject of Neighbors, historian Jan
Gross's account of a massacre that occurred in Jedwabne, in northeastern Poland. Gross describes the
atrocities of Jedwabne in almost unbearable detail. Men and women were hacked to death with knives, iron
hooks, and axes. Small children were thrown with pitchforks onto a bonfire. A woman's decapitated head
was kicked like a football. Historians before now have blamed the massacre on the Nazis--whose
participation in and responsibility for these crimes has been exaggerated, Gross says. In fact, he argues, a
virulent Polish anti-Semitism was liberated by German occupation. Instead of explaining the horrors of
Jedwabne, which would be impossible, Neighbors sets the record straight as to the identity of the criminals.
In doing so, Gross has ensured that future histories of the Holocaust, particularly in Poland, will be more
honest, because future historians will be answerable to his argument that the evil of the Nazis was not only
forced on the Poles. In places such as Jedwabne, it was welcomed by them. --Michael Joseph Gross

From Publishers Weekly
Claude Lanzman's myth-shattering documentary film Shoah demonstrated that some Polish peasants were
keenly aware of the Nazis' mass murder of Jews on Polish soil. This volume takes the real-life horror story a
step further, documenting how nearly all of the Jews of Jedwabne, Poland, were murdered on one day most
of them burned alive by their non-Jewish neighbors. Drawing on testimony that prompted and emanated
from a 1949 Polish trial, Gross carefully describes how apparently normal citizens terrorized and killed
approximately 1,600 Jewish villagers. Gross, a professor of politics and European studies at New York
University, also attempts to place this heinous crime in historical and political context, concluding that he
can explain but not fully understand. How to understand the Polish villagers, led by their mayor, exceeding
the July 10, 1941, command of conquering German soldiers to annihilate the Jews but spare some
tradesmen? Immediately,according to Gross, local townsmen-turned-hooligans grabbed clubs studded with
nails and other weapons and chased the Jews into the street. Many tried to escape through the surrounding
fields, but only seven succeeded. The thugs fatally shot many Jews after forcing them to dig mass graves.
They shoved the remaining hundreds of Jews into a barn, doused it with kerosene and set it ablaze. Some on
the outside played musical instruments to drown out the victims' cries. Yet Neighbors isn't as terrifying as
one might expect, since Gross, a Polish ‚migr‚ himself, guides the reader along an analytical path. By de-
emphasizing the drama, he helps readers cope with the awful incident, but his narrative occasionally bogs
down in his own thoughts. Still, he asserts hopefully that young Poles are "ready to confront the unvarnished
history of Polish-Jewish relations during the war." (May)Forecast: The always heated question of the role of
Poles in the Holocaust comes to a head here. The book is bound to generate controversy (it has already
garnered mention in the New York Times), though its sales will probably be limited.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
On July 10, 1941, in Jedwabne, Poland, the town's 1,600 Jews were murdered by its 1,600 Christians. The
non-Jews armed themselves with axes, clubs studded with nails, and other instruments of torture and chased
the Jews into the street. Some Jews were butchered and thrown into a hole they had been forced to dig.
Beards of old Jews were burned, newborn babies were killed at their mothers' breasts, and some people were

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


beaten and forced to sing and dance. The Jews that were still alive were herded into a barn that was doused
with kerosene and set on fire. After the fire, the townspeople used axes to knock gold teeth from still not
entirely decomposed bodies, and in other ways violated the corpses. The sources the author used to chronicle
this horrible episode include evidence recorded during trials in 1949 and 1953 and a memorial book of the
Jedwabne Jews published in 1980, in which several eyewitnesses described the tragedy of their hometown.
George Cohen
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish
Community in Jedwabne, Poland. Try to make book Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community
in Jedwabne, Poland as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Kyle Raya:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Neighbors: The Destruction of the
Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Pearl Miller:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Neighbors: The Destruction of the
Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you may pick Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland
become your own starter.



Armando Morris:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Neighbors: The Destruction of the
Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland.
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