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Each year brings a batch of new memoirs, ranging from works by former
teachers and celebrity has-beens to disillusioned soldiers and bestselling
novelists. In addition to becoming bestsellers in their own right, memoirs have
become a popular object of inquiry in the academy and a mainstay in most MFA
workshops. Courses in what is now called "life writing" study memoir alongside
personal essays, diaries, and autobiographies. Memoir: An Introduction proffers a
succinct and comprehensive survey of the genre (and its many subgenres) while
taking readers through the various techniques, themes, and debates that have
come to characterize the ubiquitous literary form. Its fictional origins are traced
to eighteenth-century British novels; its early American roots are examined in
Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography and colonial captivity narratives; and its
ethical conundrums are considered via the imbroglios brought on by the
questionable claims in Rigoberta Menchú's I, Rigoberta, and more notoriously,
James Frey's A Million Little Pieces. Alongside these more traditional literary
forms, Couser expands the discussion of memoir to include film with what he
calls "documemoir" (exemplified in Nathaniel Kahn's My Architect) and graphic
narratives like Art Spiegelman's Maus.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Couser intelligently and capaciously introduces memoir for the general reader." --American Book Review

"Deft, rigorous, and remarkably wide-ranging, Couser's volume is a superb example of accessible
scholarship. It will serve as an ideal introduction to memoir for students, a clarifying and stimulating text for
scholars, and a splendidly engaging introduction to life writing and other narrative genres for the general
reader." --Richard Freadman, author of Threads of Life: Autobiography and the Will

"I have been working in the field of life writing for over fifteen years and can honestly say I learned a great
deal from Memoir: An Introduction. It is extremely readable, impressive, and really quite fascinating, even to
one who knows the debates well." --Margaretta Jolly, editor of The Encyclopedia of Life Writing

"[A] useful, compact volume...Recommended." --Choice

"This contribution to memoir scholarship incorporates and fuses much of [Couser's] previous scholarship.
Memoir is a significant and timely intervention into current debates around truth and representation. Its
conversational style makes Memoir an engaging and thoughtprovoking read." --Literature in North
Queensland

"G. Thomas Couser's book is a tremendous achievement, covering the contemporary American memoir in a
rich and thorough way. Encompassing the many genres, surprising history, and ethical perils of the form,
MEMOIR is sure to become one of those much thumbed-through books that sits in every writing teacher's
office--and on every memoirist's desk." --Rachel Simon, New York Times bestselling author of Riding The
Bus With My Sister

"Couser intelligently and capaciously introduces memoir for the general reader." --Thomas Larson, American
Book Review

About the Author

G. Thomas Couser is the author of several books on life writing, including Signifying Bodies, Vulnerable



Subjects, and Altered Egos. He lives in Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

The book Memoir: An Introduction can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Memoir: An Introduction? A few
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Memoir: An Introduction
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Irizarry:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer
that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular
Memoir: An Introduction to read.

Rosemary Perez:

Here thing why this kind of Memoir: An Introduction are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Memoir: An Introduction giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Memoir: An Introduction. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Memoir: An Introduction in e-book can be your substitute.

David Paras:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Memoir: An Introduction your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get before. The Memoir: An Introduction giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing



pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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