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In Meaningful Games, Robin Clark explains in an accessible manner the
usefulness of game theory in thinking about a wide range of issues in linguistics.
Clark argues that we use grammar strategically to signal our intended meanings:
our choices as speaker are conditioned by what choices the hearer will make
interpreting what we say. Game theory -- according to which the outcome of a
decision depends on the choices of others -- provides a formal system that allows
us to develop theories about the kind of decision making that is crucial to
understanding linguistic behavior.

Clark argues the only way to understand meaning is to grapple with its social
nature -- that it is the social that gives content to our mental lives. Game theory
gives us a framework for working out these ideas. The resulting theory of use
will allow us to account for many aspects of linguistic meaning, and the grammar
itself can be simplified. The results are nevertheless precise and subject to
empirical testing.

Meaningful Games offers an engaging and accessible introduction to game theory
and the study of linguistic meaning. No knowledge of mathematics beyond
simple algebra is required; formal definitions appear in special boxes outside the
main text. The book includes an extended argument in favor of the social basis of
meaning; a brief introduction to game theory, with a focus on coordination games
and cooperation; discussions of common knowledge and games of partial
information; models of games for pronouns and politeness; and the development
of a system of social coordination of reference.
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In Meaningful Games, Robin Clark explains in an accessible manner the usefulness of game theory in
thinking about a wide range of issues in linguistics. Clark argues that we use grammar strategically to signal
our intended meanings: our choices as speaker are conditioned by what choices the hearer will make
interpreting what we say. Game theory -- according to which the outcome of a decision depends on the
choices of others -- provides a formal system that allows us to develop theories about the kind of decision
making that is crucial to understanding linguistic behavior.

Clark argues the only way to understand meaning is to grapple with its social nature -- that it is the social that
gives content to our mental lives. Game theory gives us a framework for working out these ideas. The
resulting theory of use will allow us to account for many aspects of linguistic meaning, and the grammar
itself can be simplified. The results are nevertheless precise and subject to empirical testing.

Meaningful Games offers an engaging and accessible introduction to game theory and the study of linguistic
meaning. No knowledge of mathematics beyond simple algebra is required; formal definitions appear in
special boxes outside the main text. The book includes an extended argument in favor of the social basis of
meaning; a brief introduction to game theory, with a focus on coordination games and cooperation;
discussions of common knowledge and games of partial information; models of games for pronouns and
politeness; and the development of a system of social coordination of reference.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Meaningful Games: Exploring Language with Game
Theory (MIT Press) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Meaningful Games: Exploring
Language with Game Theory (MIT Press) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book Meaningful Games: Exploring Language with Game Theory (MIT Press). You
never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Cynthia Johnson:

Typically the book Meaningful Games: Exploring Language with Game Theory (MIT Press) will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Meaningful Games: Exploring
Language with Game Theory (MIT Press) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Hayden Wolfe:

The reason why? Because this Meaningful Games: Exploring Language with Game Theory (MIT Press) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Veda Howard:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Meaningful Games: Exploring
Language with Game Theory (MIT Press) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book.



It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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