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Between 1650 and 1850 perceptions of the English were transformed, as a nation
of supposed barbarians, fanatics, and king-killers evolved into a world power of
political maturity, imperial grandeur, and industrial might. Englishness Identified
traces the evolution of the so-called English national character through the
impressions and analyses of foreign observers, and relates it to English ambitions
and anxieties during a period of rapid change.
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Editorial Review

Review
`This is a fascinating panorama of what the English have thought about themselves and what foreigners have
thought about us in the period... appetising food for thought on almost every page.'
John Jolliffe, Country Life

`One of the many pleasures Langford's book affords us is the ability to track the longevity of national
characteristics that we may believe are of more recent origin.'
Daily Telegraph

`Very enjoyable book.'
Peter Vansittart, Spectator

`This is a serious work, from a serious author.'
Charles Spencer, The Mail on Sunday

`This wonderful book brings such detail and generalisation together by being organised not chronologivally
but by 'six major supposed traits of Englishness': Energy, Candour, Decency, Taciturnity, Reserve,
Eccentricity. Langford has read widely and unpredictably, especially in accounts that
have never been translated into English. This has allowed him to produce a book that is, in one respect,
brilliantly un-English: it is fascinated by what foreigners have thought.'
The Guardian

`Paul Langford is a phenomenon ... he seizes many opportunities to take us down highways and byways of
eighteenth-century manners ... Enjoyable and instructive commentaries are provided on all manner of local
quirks ... they make for a rich tapestry for cultural commentary on English manners,
and an engrossing read.'
Peter Mandler

`Interesting and enjoyable book.'
Peter Clark, TLS 06/10/00

`interesting and enjoyable book.'
Paul Langford, Times Literary Supplement, 6th Oct. 2000.

`Langford sets out to prove his case in a robust, no-nonsense, thoroughly empirical manner.'
David Bell, London Review of Books, 14/12/00.

`Langford has found some real gems in his vast mine of material.'
David Bell, London Review of Books, 14/12/00.

About the Author
Paul Langford, Chief Executive, Arts and Humanities Research Board; Professor of Modern History,
University of Oxford.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Purdy:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Englishness Identified: Manners
and Character 1650-1850. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Debra Riggs:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Englishness
Identified: Manners and Character 1650-1850, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Barbara Corbin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Englishness Identified: Manners and Character 1650-1850 offer you a new experience
in reading a book.

Randy Jones:

Beside this Englishness Identified: Manners and Character 1650-1850 in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Englishness Identified: Manners and Character 1650-1850 because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read
it from today!
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