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Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author
of "The Red Mask of Death," "The Black Cat," and "The Murders of the Rue
Morgue," Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his success from suffering and
to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of
Usher" and "The Descent into the Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental
collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities to confuse the
pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy,
guesses, and amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes
itself meticulously to facts. Based on exhaustive research in the Poe family
archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend, and describes how they both
were distorted by prior biographies.
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Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author of "The Red Mask of
Death," "The Black Cat," and "The Murders of the Rue Morgue," Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his
success from suffering and to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of Usher" and "The Descent into
the Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities
to confuse the pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy, guesses, and
amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes itself meticulously to facts. Based on
exhaustive research in the Poe family archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend, and describes how
they both were distorted by prior biographies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Without warning, without any preliminary fanfare of trumpets, a book has now appeared that towers above
others of its kind, a book in which resourceful scholarship and a lucid gift of expression are happily joined. I
wish I could recapture all I have recklessly said in praise of other books and concentrate it here."

(Books)

From the Back Cover
Renowned as the creator of the detective story and a master of horror, the author of "The Masque of the Red
Death", "The Black Cat", and "The Murders in the Rue Morgue", Edgar Allan Poe seems to have derived his
success from suffering and to have suffered from his success. "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart" have
been read as signs of his personal obsessions, and "The Fall of the House of Usher" and "A Descent into the
Maelstrom" as symptoms of his own mental collapse. Biographers have seldom resisted the opportunities to
confuse the pathologies in the stories with the events in Poe's life. Against this tide of fancy, guesswork, and
amateur psychologizing, Arthur Hobson Quinn's biography devotes itself meticulously to facts. Based on
exhaustive research in the Poe family archive, Quinn extracts the life from the legend and describes how they
both were distorted by early biographies.

About the Author

Arthur Hobson Quinn  (1875-1960) is also the author of American Fiction: An Historical and Critical
Survey and History of the American Drama. Shawn J. Rosenheim  is an associate professor of English at
Williams College. He is the author of The Cryptographic Imagination: Secret Writing from Edgar Allan Poe
to the Internet, also available from Johns Hopkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Terry:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical
Biography will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with
you?

William Kirby:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that



usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical
Biography, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Mark Nixon:

Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography
however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Sharon Wilson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more time to be
learn. Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those
short spare time problems.
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