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After Nature, W. G. Sebald’s first literary work, now translated into English by
Michael Hamburger, explores the lives of three men connected by their restless
questioning of humankind’s place in the natural world. From the efforts of each,
“an order arises, in places beautiful and comforting, though more cruel, too, than
the previous state of ignorance.” The first figure is the great German Re-
naissance painter Matthias Grünewald. The second is the Enlightenment
botanist-explorer Georg Steller, who accompanied Bering to the Arctic. The third
is the author himself, who describes his wanderings among landscapes scarred by
the wrecked certainties of previous ages.

After Nature introduces many of the themes that W. G. Sebald explored in his
subsequent books. A haunting vision of the waxing and waning tides of birth and
devastation that lie behind and before us, it confirms the author’s position as one
of the most profound and original writers of our time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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After Nature, W. G. Sebald’s first literary work, now translated into English by Michael Hamburger,
explores the lives of three men connected by their restless questioning of humankind’s place in the natural
world. From the efforts of each, “an order arises, in places beautiful and comforting, though more cruel, too,
than the previous state of ignorance.” The first figure is the great German Re-naissance painter Matthias
Grünewald. The second is the Enlightenment botanist-explorer Georg Steller, who accompanied Bering to
the Arctic. The third is the author himself, who describes his wanderings among landscapes scarred by the
wrecked certainties of previous ages.

After Nature introduces many of the themes that W. G. Sebald explored in his subsequent books. A
haunting vision of the waxing and waning tides of birth and devastation that lie behind and before us, it
confirms the author’s position as one of the most profound and original writers of our time.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Alas, Sebald didn't live to see the National Book Critics Circle give him its 2001 fiction award for Austerlitz.
At least readers have the consolation of this three-part prose poem, which limns the life journeys of
Renaissance painter Matthias Grunewald, explorer/botanist Georg Stellar, and Sebald himself.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“A writer of almost unclassifiable originality, but whose voice we recognize as indispensable and central to
our time.” —The New York Times Book Review

“The language of After Nature, as conveyed in Michael Hamburger’s flawlessly clear translation, is
classically lucid. . . . It is [Sebald’s] ability to enter diverse inner landscapes, and evoke, with an impartial
empathy, entire geographies of experience, that gives [his] writing . . . its gravitas and its somber beauty.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Accessible and moving . . . a wonderful introduction to this compelling and impressive writer, even for
those who insist they do not like or understand poetry.” —USA Today

“Here, we find the contours or outlines of his singular vision, the interconnecting, often uninterpreted threads
of association that constitute a life, and meditations on his great themes of exile, memory, and loss.” —The
Washington Post

“The verse retains the Sebaldian virtues of rhetorical elegance and clarity, and sits well in English, as indeed
does virtually every word he wrote. . . . [After Nature] is a work of great power and seriousness, fully worthy
to stand beside the prose works of Sebald’s last decade.” —The New York Review of Books

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geneva Richardson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book After
Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.



Christopher Hendrick:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks) was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-
book After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks) is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks). You never truly
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Carolyn Alcantara:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks) book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks) content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks) is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Hattie Godfrey:

The book with title After Nature (Modern Library Paperbacks) contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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