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Editorial Review

About the Author

New York Times bestselling writer Tamora Pierce captured the imagination of readers more than 20 years
ago with Alanna: The First Adventure. She has written 16 books about the extraordinary kingdom of Tortall,
with another to comein fall 2011. Shelivesin upstate New Y ork, with her husband and an assortment of
wildlife.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Student of Ostriches

My story began as my mother carried mein her belly to the great Nawolu trade fair. Because she was
pregnant, our tribe let Mama ride high on the back of our finest camel, which meant she was also lookout for
our caravan. It was she who spotted the lion and gave the warning. Our warriors closed in tight around our
people to keep them safe, but they were in no danger from the lion.

He was a young male, with no lionesses to guard him as he stalked a young ostrich who strayed from its
parents. He drew closer to hisintended prey. Its mama and papa raced toward the lion, faster than horses,
their large eyes fixed on the threat. The lion was young and ignorant. He snarled as one ostrich kicked him.
Then the other did the same. On and on the ostriches kicked the lion until he was a fur sack of bones.

Asthe ostriches led their children away, my mama said, she felt me kick in her belly for the first time.

If the kicking ostriches were a good omen for our family, they were not for my papa. Two months later he
was wounded in the leg in a battle with an enemy tribe. It never healed completely, forcing him to leave the
ranks of the warriors and join the ranks of the wood-carvers, though he never complained. Not long after my
papa began to walk with a cane, | was born. Papawas sad for alittle while, because | was agirl. He would
have liked a son to take his place as awarrior, but he always said that when | first smiled at him, he could not
be sad anymore.

When | was six years old, | asked my parentsif | could learn to go outside the village wall with the animal
herds. Who could be happy inside the walls when the world lay outside? My parents spoke to our chief, who
agreed that | could learn to watch goats on the rocky edges of the great plains on which the world was born.

Of course, | did not begin alone. My ten-year-old cousin Ogin was appointed to teach me. On that first
morning | followed him and his dogs to a grazing place. Once the goats were settled, | asked him, “What
must | learn?’

“First, you learn to use the herder’ s weapon, the dling,” Ogin said. He was very tall and lean, like a stick with
muscles. “Y ou must be able to help the dogs drive off enemies.” He held up a strip of leather.

| practiced the twirl and the release of the stone in the sling until my shoulders were sore. For a change of
pace, Ogin taught me the words to name the goats'’ marks and parts until | knew them by heart. Once my
muscles were relaxed again, | would take up the sling once more.

When it was time to eat our noon food, my cousin took the goats, the dogs, and me up onto arock
outcropping. From there we could see the plain stretch out before us under its veil of dusty air. This was my



reward, thislong view of the first step to the world. | aimost forgot how to eat. Lonely trees fanned their
branches out in flat-topped sprays. V ultures roosted in their branches. Velils of tall grass separated the herds
of zebra, wildebeest, and gazelle in the distance. Lions waited near a watering hole close to our rocks as
giraffes nibbled the leaves of thorny trees on the other side.

Watching it al, | saw movement. | gasped. “ Ogin—there! Are those—are they ostriches?’

“You think, because your mama saw them, they are cousinsto you?’ he teased me. “What isit, Kylaia? Will
you grow tail feathers and race them?’

The ostriches were running. They had long, powerful legs. When they ran, they opened their legs up and
stretched. They were not delicate like the gazelle, like my older sisters. They ran in long, loping strides.
Watching them, | thought, | want to run like that.

For ayear | was Ogin’s apprentice. He taught me to keep the goats moving in the lands around the stone
lookout place, so there would be grass throughout the year. He was patient and he did not laugh at me as |
struggled to learn to be a dead shot with asling, a careful tracker, and one who understood the ways of the
dogs, the goats, and the wild creatures of the plains.

Ogin taught me to run, too, as he and my sisters did, like gazelles, on the balls of their feet. After our noon
meals, as Ogin napped, | would practice my ostrich running. | opened up my strides, dug in my feet, and
thrust out my chest, imagining myself to be a great bird, eating the ground with my big feet. Each day | ran a
little farther and alittle faster as Ogin and the dogs slept, and the goats and the birds looked on.

When | had followed Ogin for ayear, my uncle the herd chief came out with us. Ogin made me show off my
skills with the goats and the dogs.

“Tomorrow morning, cometo me,” said my uncle. “Y ou shall have a herd and dogs of your own.”

It was my seventh birthday. | was so proud! | was now atrue member of the village with proper work to do.
Papa gave me awooden ball painted with colored stripes. Mama and my sisters had woven me new clothes
and a cape for the cold. | ran through the village to show off my ball and to tell my friendsthat | was now a
true worker.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Wallace;

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Tortall and Other Lands: A Collection of Tales. Try to
stumble through book Tortall and Other Lands: A Collection of Talesasyour pal. It means that it can to
become your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Peggy Mitchum:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Tortall and
Other Lands. A Collection of Tales? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Daryl Thurmond:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Tortall and Other Lands: A Collection of Tales as the daily resource
information.

L awrence Wilson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library aswell asto
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So, this Tortall and Other Lands: A Collection of Tales can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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