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The sword was the most important of weapons, the symbol of the warrior, not to
mention the badge of a officer and a gentleman. Much has been written about the
artistic and historical significance of the sword, but outside specialised
publications, relatively little about its metallurgy, and that often confined to a
particular group. This book aims to tell the story of the making of iron and steel
swords from the first Celtic examples through the Middle Ages to the Early
Modern period. The results of the microscopic examination of over a hundred
swords by the author and other archaeometallurgists are given and explained in
terms of the materials available in Europe.
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The sword was the most important of weapons, the symbol of the warrior, not to mention the badge of a
officer and a gentleman. Much has been written about the artistic and historical significance of the sword, but
outside specialised publications, relatively little about its metallurgy, and that often confined to a particular
group. This book aims to tell the story of the making of iron and steel swords from the first Celtic examples
through the Middle Ages to the Early Modern period. The results of the microscopic examination of over a
hundred swords by the author and other archaeometallurgists are given and explained in terms of the
materials available in Europe.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Alan R.Williams, PhD (1974) in History of Science, University of Manchester, now works as an
Archaeometallurgist in the Wallace Collection, London. He has published extensively on the metallurgy of
swords and armour and is the author of The Knight and the Blast Furnace (2003)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheryl Phelps:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Sword and
the Crucible: A History of the Metallurgy of European Swords Up to the 16th Century (History of Warfare)?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Ronald Searle:

This The Sword and the Crucible: A History of the Metallurgy of European Swords Up to the 16th Century
(History of Warfare) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this The Sword and the Crucible: A History of the Metallurgy of European Swords Up to the
16th Century (History of Warfare) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Sword and the Crucible: A History of the Metallurgy of
European Swords Up to the 16th Century (History of Warfare) giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Isidro Wells:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this



The Sword and the Crucible: A History of the Metallurgy of European Swords Up to the 16th Century
(History of Warfare).

Deidra Hird:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is The Sword and the Crucible: A History of the Metallurgy of European Swords Up to the 16th Century
(History of Warfare).
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