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The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics offers a critical survey of the field
of empirical political science through the collection of a set of chapters written
by 48 top scholars in the discipline of comparative politics. Part I includes
chapters surveying the key research methodologies employed in comparative
politics (the comparative method; the use of history; the practice and status of
case-study research; the contributions of field research) and assessing the
possibility of constructing a science of comparative politics. Parts II to IV
examine the foundations of political order: the origins of states and the extent to
which they relate to war and to economic development; the sources of
compliance or political obligation among citizens; democratic transitions, the role
of civic culture; authoritarianism; revolutions; civil wars and contentious politics.
Parts V and VI explore the mobilization, representation and coordination of
political demands. Part V considers why parties emerge, the forms they take and
the ways in which voters choose parties. It then includes chapters on collective
action, social movements and political participation. Part VI opens up with
essays on the mechanisms through which political demands are aggregated and
coordinated. This sets the agenda to the systematic exploration of the workings
and effects of particular institutions: electoral systems, federalism, legislative-
executive relationships, the judiciary and bureaucracy. Finally, Part VII is
organized around the burgeoning literature on macropolitical economy of the last
two decades.
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The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics offers a critical survey of the field of empirical political
science through the collection of a set of chapters written by 48 top scholars in the discipline of comparative
politics. Part I includes chapters surveying the key research methodologies employed in comparative politics
(the comparative method; the use of history; the practice and status of case-study research; the contributions
of field research) and assessing the possibility of constructing a science of comparative politics. Parts II to IV
examine the foundations of political order: the origins of states and the extent to which they relate to war and
to economic development; the sources of compliance or political obligation among citizens; democratic
transitions, the role of civic culture; authoritarianism; revolutions; civil wars and contentious politics. Parts V
and VI explore the mobilization, representation and coordination of political demands. Part V considers why
parties emerge, the forms they take and the ways in which voters choose parties. It then includes chapters on
collective action, social movements and political participation. Part VI opens up with essays on the
mechanisms through which political demands are aggregated and coordinated. This sets the agenda to the
systematic exploration of the workings and effects of particular institutions: electoral systems, federalism,
legislative-executive relationships, the judiciary and bureaucracy. Finally, Part VII is organized around the
burgeoning literature on macropolitical economy of the last two decades.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This comprehensive work...provides a thorough and contemporary examination of the field of comparative
politics and various central questions within it...there is more than enough material here (including detailed
references) to keep scholars and bring graduate students completely up to date; indeed the analyses are often
cutting edge. Lastly, inasmuch as this handbook series aspires to shape the discipline and not just describe it,
many chapters in this handbook usefully conclude with a precise outline of the future research agenda as
seen by the author."--Politics Studies Review

"Two visionary editors--who see clearly where research in comparative politics is heading--and a star-
studded cast of authors who are acknowledged masters of their fields make this Oxford Handbook an
accurate compass for those who wish to be brought to the frontiers of comparative research."--David D.
Laitin, James T. Watkins IV and Elise V. Watkins Professor of Political Science at Stanford University

About the Author

Carles Boix is Professor of Politics and Public Affairs at Princeton University. He has written the books
Political Parties, Growth and Equality (1998) and Democracy and Redistribution (2003). Both books won
the American Political Science Association Award for the best book on political economy. Boix has also
published articles in leading journals including American Political Science Review, American Journal of
Political Science, British Journal of Political Science, Journal of Law, Economics and Organization,
International Organization, and World Politics.

Susan Stokes is a John S. Saden Professor of Political Science and director of the Yale Program on
Democracy. Her research has been supported by the National Science Foundation, the Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation, the MacArthur Foundation, the American Philosophical Society, and the Russell Sage
Foundation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

This The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks) are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Oxford Handbook of Comparative
Politics (Oxford Handbooks) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-



book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Thelma Olivares:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks), it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

David Gilbert:

This The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks) is great e-book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Roger Richmond:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford Handbooks) will give
you a new experience in reading through a book.
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