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In the first theoretical analysis of historiographical debates about ethnicity and
nationalism, Anthony Smith provides a probing account of historians'
assumptions and explanations of nationalism in different historical epochs.
Ranging broadly over the contributions and divergent perspectives of historians,
political scientists, sociologists, anthropologists and others who have contributed
to these fundamental debates, Smith codifies the most cogent responses that have
been offered to three defining issues in this area: the nature and origin of the
nation and nationalism; the antiquity or modernity of nations and nationalism;
and the role of nations and nationalism in historical, and especially recent, social
change.

Using the examples of Persia, Israel, and Greece for long-term illustrations,
Smith also discusses ethnic and national identities in France, Germany, England,
Yugoslavia, and elsewhere to illuminate the uses and the meaning of alternative
theories, and ends with a convincing case for the value of his own ethno-
symbolist approach.
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In the first theoretical analysis of historiographical debates about ethnicity and nationalism, Anthony Smith
provides a probing account of historians' assumptions and explanations of nationalism in different historical
epochs. Ranging broadly over the contributions and divergent perspectives of historians, political scientists,
sociologists, anthropologists and others who have contributed to these fundamental debates, Smith codifies
the most cogent responses that have been offered to three defining issues in this area: the nature and origin of
the nation and nationalism; the antiquity or modernity of nations and nationalism; and the role of nations and
nationalism in historical, and especially recent, social change.

Using the examples of Persia, Israel, and Greece for long-term illustrations, Smith also discusses ethnic and
national identities in France, Germany, England, Yugoslavia, and elsewhere to illuminate the uses and the
meaning of alternative theories, and ends with a convincing case for the value of his own ethno-symbolist
approach.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Drawing examples from across the globe and providing succinct summaries of key ideas about nationalism
developed by philosophers, sociologists and historians from Herder and Rousseau to Homi Bhaba and
William McNeill, this is a stimulating and insightful essay by one of the foremost experts on nationalism
studies today.' English Historical Review

"For thirty years, Anthony D. Smith has published extensively on the phenomenon of the 'nation' and has a
global reputation in this field." History

From the Publisher
5 1/2 x 8 1/2 trim. LC 00-021080

From the Back Cover
An expert in the field analyzes the major debates between historians and social scientists on the nature and
development of ethnic communities, nations, and nationalism.

In concise, accessible prose, Anthony D. Smith provides a probing account of the leading assumptions and
explanations of nationalism in different historical epochs. Ranging broadly over the contributions and
divergent perspectives of historians, political scientists, sociologists, anthropologists, and others who have
contributed to these fundamental debates, Smith codifies the most cogent responses that have been offered to
three defining issues in this area: the nature and origin of the nation and nationalism; and the role of nations
and nationalism in historical, and especially recent, social change.

Using the examples of Persia, Israel, and Greece for long-term illustrations, Smith also discusses ethnic and
national identities in France, Germany, England, Yugoslavia, and elsewhere to illuminate the uses and the
meaning of alternative theories, and ends with a convincing case for the value of his own ethno-symbolist
approach.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates
about Ethnicity and Nationalism (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures) ended up being making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The reserve The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about Ethnicity and Nationalism (The
Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship using the book The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about Ethnicity and
Nationalism (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.



Samual Larkin:

This The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about Ethnicity and Nationalism (The Menahem Stern
Jerusalem Lectures) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The
Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about Ethnicity and Nationalism (The Menahem Stern
Jerusalem Lectures) without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about
Ethnicity and Nationalism (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures) can bring once you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about Ethnicity and Nationalism (The
Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Brandon Phelan:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Nation in History: Historiographical
Debates about Ethnicity and Nationalism (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures) book because book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Danny Saleem:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books
in the top record in your reading list is The Nation in History: Historiographical Debates about Ethnicity and
Nationalism (The Menahem Stern Jerusalem Lectures). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.
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