The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of
Chinese Women in the Sung Period

By Patricia Buckley Ebrey

Download now

Read Online ©

Thelnner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung
Period By Patricia Buckley Ebrey

The Sung Dynasty (960-1279) was a paradoxical erafor Chinese women. This
was a time when footbinding spread, and Confucian scholars began to insist that
it was better for awidow to starve than to remarry. Y et there were al'so
improvements in women's status in marriage and property rights. In this
thoroughly original work, one of the most respected scholars of premodern China
bringsto life what it was like to be awoman in Sung times, from having a
marriage arranged, serving parents-in-law, rearing children, and coping with
concubines, to deciding what to do if widowed.

Focusing on marriage, Patricia Buckley Ebrey views family life from the
perspective of women. She argues that the ideas, attitudes, and practices that
constituted marriage shaped women's lives, providing the context in which they
could interpret the opportunities open to them, negotiate their relationships with
others, and accommodate or resist those around them.

Ebrey questions whether women's situations actually deteriorated in the Sung,
linking their experiences to widespread social, political, economic, and cultural
changes of this period. She draws from advice books, biographies, government
documents, and medical treatises to show that although the family continued to
be patrilineal and patriarchal, women found ways to exert their power and
authority. No other book explores the history of women in pre-twentieth-century
Chinawith such energy and depth.
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The Sung Dynasty (960-1279) was a paradoxical erafor Chinese women. This was a time when footbinding
spread, and Confucian scholars began to insist that it was better for awidow to starve than to remarry. Y et
there were a so improvements in women's status in marriage and property rights. In this thoroughly original
work, one of the most respected scholars of premodern China brings to life what it was like to be awoman in
Sung times, from having a marriage arranged, serving parents-in-law, rearing children, and coping with
concubines, to deciding what to do if widowed.

Focusing on marriage, Patricia Buckley Ebrey views family life from the perspective of women. She argues
that the ideas, attitudes, and practices that constituted marriage shaped women's lives, providing the context
in which they could interpret the opportunities open to them, negotiate their relationships with others, and
accommodate or resist those around them.

Ebrey guestions whether women's situations actually deteriorated in the Sung, linking their experiences to
widespread social, political, economic, and cultural changes of this period. She draws from advice books,
biographies, government documents, and medical treatises to show that although the family continued to be
patrilineal and patriarchal, women found ways to exert their power and authority. No other book explores the
history of women in pre-twentieth-century Chinawith such energy and depth.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

"Opening up questions about women's lives, about gender, about why we read history at all and how we
writeit, Patricia Buckley Ebrey has made The Inner Quarters a place we need to enter."—from the Foreword

From the Back Cover
"Opening up questions about women's lives, about gender, about why we read history at all and how we
writeit, Patricia Buckley Ebrey has made The Inner Quarters’ a place we need to enter."--from the Foreword

About the Author

Patricia Buckley Ebrey is Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures at the University of Illinois,
Urbana, and the author of Confucianism and Family Ritualsin Imperial China (1991).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Lee

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese
Women in the Sung Period. Try to make book The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese
Women in the Sung Period as your friend. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Charles Stephens:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actualy isyou don't know which you should start with. This The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of
Chinese Women in the Sung Period is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

AliceYbarra:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was



exactly added. This publication The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung
Period was filled regarding science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point

of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book
that you wanted.

Kevin Pinkney:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese
Women in the Sung Period or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women
in the Sung Period to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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