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The German Genius: Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific
Revolution, and the Twentieth Century By Peter Watson

The German Geniusis a virtuoso cultural history of German ideas and influence,
from 1750 to the present day, by acclaimed historian Peter Watson (Making of
the Modern Mind, Ideas). From Bach, Goethe, and Schopenhauer to Nietzsche,
Freud, and Einstein, from the arts and humanities to science and philosophy, The
German Geniusisalively and accessible review of over 250 years of German
intellectual history. In the process, it explains the devastating effects of World
War 1, which transformed a vibrant and brilliantly artistic culture into avehicle
of warfare and destruction, and it shows how the German culture advanced in the
war's aftermath.
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The German Genius: Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific Revolution, and the
Twentieth Century By Peter Watson

The German Geniusis avirtuoso cultural history of German ideas and influence, from 1750 to the present
day, by acclaimed historian Peter Watson (Making of the Modern Mind, Ideas). From Bach, Goethe, and
Schopenhauer to Nietzsche, Freud, and Einstein, from the arts and humanities to science and philosophy, The
German Geniusisalively and accessible review of over 250 years of German intellectual history. In the
process, it explains the devastating effects of World War 11, which transformed a vibrant and brilliantly
artistic cultureinto avehicle of warfare and destruction, and it shows how the German culture advanced in
the war’ s aftermath.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. We are shamefully ignorant of German culture, asserts veteran British historian Watson
(The Modern Mind) in this engrossing, vast chronicle of ideas, humanists, scientists, and artists: Bach,
Goethe, Hegel, Gauss, and many more. Stirred by the French Revolution, German nationalism exploded. The
same erain Germany produced the modern university—in which professors are expected to discover, not just
teach, knowledge, and students learn to reason, not just memorize—and new forms of scholarship. There
followed a cultural renaissance asimportant as Italy's earlier one. Science flourished, stimulated by new
university-based laboratories. Maodern medicine started as German medicine (bacteriology began with Robert
Koch). From Bach to Schoenberg, music became overwhelmingly German. Kant, Marx, Hegel, Nietzsche,
and others dominated Western intellectual life. An ominous byproduct, though, was a growing, pugnacious
sense of national superiority. Thisled to trouble, but until Hitler wrecked everything after 1933, Germans
won more Nobel prizes than Britain and America combined. English now dominates the arts and sciences,
but Watson writes an absorbing account of atime not so long ago when German ruled. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* As shown in The Modern Mind (2001) and Ideas (2006), Watson has an abiding interest in
showing how certain “Big Ideas’ have defined the trgjectory of history and a gift for accessibly presenting
the vast and varied material required to substantiate such claims. Both qualities are amply displayed in his
latest work, a panoramic review of German cultural and intellectual development from 1750 to the present.
Examining the contributions of literally hundreds of German thinkers and doers and mapping the conceptual
connections between them, the author demonstrates the breadth, volume, and influence of German output in
philosophy, science, industry, art, literature, and all forms of scholarly activity. But Watson's true focus is the
cultural crucible, forged in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and informed by notions of Bildung and
inwardness, that gave rise to such accomplishments but also set the stage for the evil actions of the Third
Reich. To some extent an effort to untether our understanding of German history from the conflicts of the
twentieth century, this study is also areminder that our modern Western worldview has deep German roots.
The U.S. and Great Britain, says Watson, “may speak English but, more than they know, they think
German.” Comprehensive, erudite, ausgezei chnet. --Brendan Driscoll

Review

“Watson's story is vibrating with life. It is unputdownable. It contains alot one didn’t know. So much
enlightenment and so much that moves.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Matthew Williams:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The German Genius: Europe's Third Renaissance, the
Second Scientific Revolution, and the Twentieth Century. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant a new book The German Genius: Europe's Third
Renaissance, the Second Scientific Revolution, and the Twentieth Century. Y ou can add know-how and of


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is caled e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Frank Bullard:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The German Genius:
Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific Revolution, and the Twentieth Century book as starter and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Eric Baur:

The event that you get from The German Genius: Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific
Revolution, and the Twentieth Century may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
German Genius. Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific Revolution, and the Twentieth Century
giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that The
German Genius. Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific Revolution, and the Twentieth Century
instantly.

Leah Humphries:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. Aswe know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the book
The German Genius. Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific Revolution, and the Twentieth
Century we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person
must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with this book The German Genius: Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second
Scientific Revolution, and the Twentieth Century. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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