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In Saling the Race, Adam Green tells the story of how black Chicagoans were at
the center of anational movement in the 1940s and * 50s, a time when African
Americans across the country first started to see themselves as part of asingle
culture. Along the way, he offers fascinating reinterpretations of such events as
the 1940 American Negro Exposition, the rise of black music and the culture
industry that emerged around it, the devel opment of the Associated Negro Press
and the founding of Johnson Publishing, and the outcry over the 1955 lynching of
Emmett Till.

By presenting African Americans as agents, rather than casualties, of modernity,
Green ultimately reenvisions urban existence in away that will resonate with
anyone interested in race, culture, or the life of cities.
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In Sdling the Race, Adam Green tells the story of how black Chicagoans were at the center of anational
movement in the 1940s and ' 50s, a time when African Americans across the country first started to see
themselves as part of asingle culture. Along the way, he offers fascinating reinterpretations of such events as
the 1940 American Negro Exposition, the rise of black music and the culture industry that emerged around it,
the development of the Associated Negro Press and the founding of Johnson Publishing, and the outcry over
the 1955 lynching of Emmett Till.

By presenting African Americans as agents, rather than casualties, of modernity, Green ultimately
reenvisions urban existence in away that will resonate with anyone interested in race, culture, or the life of
cities.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Brilliant. By looking at cultural work and the reconstitution of community in wartime and postwar black
Chicago, Adam Green provides a window into the emergence of modern black urban life. Whether he's
exploring the fusion of sacred and secular blues or the writings of Chicago-school sociologists, Green
beautifully demonstrates how the *cultural entrepreneurs’ of the period offered lessons for living, utopian
dreams, aroute to self-transformation, a means of survival, momentary challenges to white supremacy even
as they sometimes reinforced black subordination, and the basis for a black economy.”

(Robin Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams. The Black Radical |magination)

“Sdling the Race is the most important study of 1940s black Chicago to appear in sixty years. It will change
ways of thinking and writing about black urban history.”

(James Gregory, author of The Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Blac)

“As an alternative to what he sees as the *hard empiricism’ in humanistic and social science research, Green
emphasizes ‘the city as a site of creativity, rather than constraint.” In doing so, he makes a series of
significant contributions to knowledge that will influence broad interdisciplinary audiencesin African
American studies, urban and labor studies, public history, and museum studies. Rich and convincing, Selling
the Race will also appeal to awide range of scholarsinterested in cultural policy and decision making.”

(Joe William Trotter Jr., Mellon Professor of History at Carnegie Mellon Unive)

"Slling the Raceis aterrific book, one that should have along historiographical influence. . . . All social
scientists and humanists will find Green's book worthy of a serious and close reading.”
(Andrew E. Kersten H-Net Review)

"Much like the race sellers and buyers in his book, Green imagines a much wider horizon of innovative ideas
that shaped a national race culture.”
(Erik S. Gellman Journal of Illinois History)

"From davery'soriginsin 1619 Virginiato the current crises of family disorganization, poverty, and
violence, African Americans all too often appear as victims of U.S. society. Taking a different approach,
Green (NY U) emphasizes the vibrant, positive cultural life of black Chicago in the years immediately
preceding the rise of Martin Luther King Jr. and the nationally recognized Civil Rights Movement. . . .
Recommended.”

(Choice)

"An important additon to African American urban and business history."



(Robert E. Weems Jr. Business History Review)

"Green communicates forcefully the problems and possibilities posed by an era of tremendous social and
poliitical change and potent forces of resistance to those changes. This technique reflects Green's broader
effort to situate African Americans at the centre rather than at the margins of modernity, and, likewise, as
agentsin its manifestation rather than victims."

(Rachel Roseman Economic History Review)

"The writing is crisp, the topics were chosen with great thought, the research is thorough, and the arguments
arelogical. Thisisamarvelous book, a must-read for everyone interested in the history of Chicago, aswell
as mid-century African American history."

(Perry R. Duis Michigan Historical Review)

"An intellectually rigorous, original work of scholarship that produces two important advances in African
American studies. First, the book offers a thick description of mid-century Chicago-based African American
cultural produciton. . . . Second, the book posits African American modernity as an emergent process of
equivalence between city, or community, and nation."

(Bill V. Mullen American Historical Review)

About the Author

Adam Green is associate professor of history at the University of Chicago.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Krystal Sutherland:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and Black
Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) as your daily resource information.

James Y ancey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Selling the Race: Culture,
Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So
, for al you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Selling the Race: Culture,
Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) become your starter.



Steven Murray:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work thisisdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and Black Chicago,
1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Elda Baggett:

Beside this specific Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical
Studies of Urban America) in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Selling the Race:
Culture, Community, and Black Chicago, 1940-1955 (Historical Studies of Urban America) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
guestionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and
read it from currently!
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